
Anne Applebaum made me laugh last month.  
The leftist columnist from the Washington Post 

was speaking at an event at the University of Chicago 
entitled — you can’t make this up — “Disinformation 
and the Erosion of Democracy,” when she was 
reminded of comments she had made in 2020 about 
Hunter Biden’s infamous laptop. 

Back then, a questioner 
pointed out, she had said no 
one outside the Fox News 
bubble needed to concern 
themselves with its contents. 
Given polling (by MRC) 
showing that up to 1/6th of 
Biden’s voters wouldn’t have 
supported him if they’d known 
about the contents of the 
laptop before the election, 
was the media too quick 
to dismiss laptop news as 
disinformation? What can be 
learned? 

What the media should 
learn, Applebaum said, was not that it should be more 
careful about dismissing news or protecting candidates 
in the heat of a campaign. 

“My problem with Hunter Biden’s laptop is I think it’s 
totally irrelevant,” she said. “I meant it’s not whether 
it’s disinformation or I mean I don’t think the — Hunter 
Biden’s business relationships have anything to do with 
who should be president of the United States. So I don’t 
— I don’t find it to be interesting. I mean, that would 
be my problem with that as a major news story.” 

What makes me laugh is trying to picture her saying 
this is if the laptop belonged to Donald Trump Jr. 
instead. Would it have been more interesting then? 
Would it have anything to do with who should be 
president of the United States in that case?  

You know it would. You know this whole thing would 
have gone down differently if it was Donald Trump Jr. Continued on page 2

accused of smoking crack, corrupting his nieces and 
going around the world trading on his father’s position 
to shake down foreign governments for millions of 
dollars.  

When the New York Post broke the story of the 
laptop and the FBI investigation into it two weeks 
before the 2020 presidential election, Big Tech and 

Big Leftist Media joined forces 
to quash the story. Twitter 
shut down the Post’s account. 
Facebook removed it from 
posts. Its own website was 
sabotaged.  

Big Leftist Media derided 
it as misinformation, even 
going so far as to round up 50 
“former intelligence officials” 
to declare that this had all 
the markings of a Russian 
disinformation campaign. It 
later conceded that yes, the 
FBI was looking into something 
regarding the laptop, but 

probably nothing we needed to worry about.   
You can bet that Big Leftist Media would not have 

rounded up 50 intel “experts” to run interference 
for Don Jr., nor would they have pooh-poohed the 
contents later. Then Big Tech and Big Leftist Media let 
the story die. Tony Bobulinski, the informant who told 
the media that President Biden is definitely “the Big 
Guy” who gets 10% of all Hunter’s transactions (Hunter 
complains in one email that Joe actually takes half … 
what a dad), disappeared.  

The Big Three Networks collectively and summarily 
ignored the entire affair. From July 12, 2021, until 
Catherine Herridge, the former Fox News reporter, 
broke a new development in the investigation on 
April 6, 2022, not one morning or evening newscast 
covered the story.  That’s 268 days — 38 weeks — 

If That Laptop Had Belonged to Don Jr … 

Creating a Media Culture in America Where Truth and Liberty Flourish

As featured on Fox & Friends, NewsBusters 
research showed that no major TV network 
mentioned any aspect of the Hunter Biden laptop 
investigation on either its morning or evening 
newscasts from July 12, 2021 to March 28, 2022.

MEDIA RESEARCH CENTER • THE WATCHDOG  VOLUME 29 • ISSUE 5 • MAY 2022



The story would have stayed dead, but the New York 
Times acknowledged what it has known all along — that 
the contents of the laptop were legitimate and the 
implications likely damaging.  

The Washington Post then followed with a story 
along the same lines, which it packaged with a long 
feature on the computer processes it had undertaken to 
determine the validity of the emails — as if the holdup 
to bringing us this vital news had been its extensive 
computer analysis.   

It was another two weeks before Herridge’s report 
broke the networks’ silence on the probe. Media still 
haven’t acknowledged that investigators are asking 
witnesses who the Big Guy is, which means they’re 
focusing not only Hunter, but on his dad as well.  

At what point will they admit that there seems to 
be no firewall between the laptop’s contents — sleazy 
deals, shakedowns benefiting a lot of Biden family 
members — and the president himself? You can bet they 
already would’ve crossed that line if the Trumps were 
involved as opposed to the Bidens.  

As Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, pointed out in a recent 
hearing, the line of defense already has moved a great 
deal on this. “First, it wasn’t his laptop,” Jordan said. 
“Then, it was ‘Oh yeah, it was his laptop, but it was 
Russian disinformation.’ 

“Then, it was: ‘No, it wasn’t Russian disinformation, 
but Joe Biden wasn’t involved.’ 

“And now, it’s ‘Oh yeah, Joe was involved, but he 
did nothing wrong.’”  

Reasonable people can disagree over whether 
there was enough corruption in the 2020 election to 
change the result. But no one argues Biden could have 
lost 1/6th of his supporters and still won. The media 
decided the election … and, by the way, thanks a lot for 
that. 

If the media had done their jobs, we would’ve 
known all about the Hunter Biden laptop. The media’s 
competitive juices would’ve gone into overdrive, and 
every detail would’ve been known.    

It would have been interesting. It would have 
mattered as to who is the president. And the media 
would have done it — if only it had involved Don Jr. 
instead of Hunter Biden.  

This won’t be the last time the media try to deceive 
us. Please use the enclosed envelope to continue your 
support of MRC so we can have the resources to call 
them out when it does.

 Sincerely,

 L. Brent Bozell III, 
 Founder and President

that none of them even mentioned that the 
president’s son was under investigation for 
extortion, tax evasion, breaking foreign lobbying 
laws and possibly other crimes involving family 
members.  

That’s media malpractice, and there’s no way 
it would have happened if this story involved Don 
Jr. rather than Hunter Biden.  

Continued from page 1
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Before Catherine Herridge’s recent report on CBS News, 
the last time the major broadcast networks mentioned 
Hunter Biden’s laptop was a report on NBC Nightly 
News, which not only downplayed the laptop scandal, it 
attempted to make it look like the Bidens’ real ethical 
problem was the sale of Hunter Biden’s paintings.

On Mar. 29, president Bozell appeared on FBN’s 
Evening Edit and discussed the MRC’s poll following the 
2020 election. Bozell made the point that if Twitter 
and leftist media had not censored the laptop story, 
enough voters in battleground states would have 
abandoned Biden to swing the election.

Former White House press secretary Kayleigh 
McEnany made reference to MRC’s research showing 
the broadcast network newscasts did not mention 
Hunter Biden’s laptop for 259 days, calling it 
“appalling” that media ignored the story for so long.
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More Popular than CNN+
NewsBusters found:

4 A Kickstarter campaign for potato salad made 
more money (more than $55,000) in its first 
month than did CNN+, which offered the 
service for just $2.99 at the start.

4 More people died falling out of bed between 
1999 and 2014 than ponied up for CNN+.

4 An Instagram account called @daily_otis that 
posts a picture of the same cow every day has 
five times the audience of CNN+.

4 Tuvalu, a 10-square-mile island halfway 
between Hawaii and Australia in the Pacific 
Ocean, has more people than CNN+ has 
subscribers.

4	There’s a YouTube video of paint drying — and 
nothing else — that has nearly twice as many 
viewers as the entire CNN network — 1.1 
million.

4 The number of kids who call NORAD wanting 
to know the whereabouts of Santa Claus on 
Christmas Eve is 13 times the number of 
people who signed up for CNN+.

4 Australia’s Bureau of Statistics says there are 
“close to 48,000” Jedi in the country. That’s 
close to five times the number of people who 
subscribe to CNN+.

Why didn’t this work? CNN spent money on recognizable  
broadcasting talent. It promoted the shows and stars  
vigorously on all platforms. 

It’s because no one believes CNN anymore. Not when 
they have told us for two years that democracy is in peril 
because people have to show a picture ID to vote. Not 
when its nighttime host is yukking it up with his brother 
the governor of New York without ever asking about the 
governor’s disastrous nursing home Covid policies. 

It turned out it wasn’t realistic to ask people to pay extra 
when they’re not watching what you provide upfront.  

Instead of the first name in news, CNN is 
becoming the first name in bad news about itself. In 
the first week of the year, the network founded by 
extreme leftist billionaire Ted Turner attracted just 
19% of the viewers it had the first week of 2021. 

Although the first week of 2021 was particularly 
good for CNN — its Jan. 6 coverage beat both Fox 
News and MSNBC in the ratings — its losses have 
been severe and have continued through the first 
half of 2022. Its average daily viewership is down 
near 500,000, meaning a group roughly the size of 
Atlanta proper is all that watches CNN every day. 

But instead of retrenching and trying to rebuild 
its credibility by emphasizing news over its wacky 
leftist opinion panels, the network tried to sell what 
it could not previously give away. It was charging 
$5.99 per month for CNN+, which was supposed to 
be the cutting edge of cable television news with 
exclusive content from top newsmakers. 

It came as no huge surprise that it collapsed, 
although the end came quicker than most expected. 
Chris Wallace, who moved over from Fox News 
when its content became too controversial for his 
sensibilities, was to lead the flagship show on CNN+, 
and other talents, such as Brian Stelter, Jemele Hill 
and Anderson Cooper, were to add content and bring 
viewers. Yet, three weeks in, fewer than 10,000 had 
signed up, and Wallace was said to be erupting daily 
at the lack of screen time and attention. 

There are 37 cities with more than 500,000 in 
the US, but there are 4,200 with more people than 
CNN+ had subscribers. It was basically a slightly 
below-average crowd at an NBA game, and rumors 
of budget cuts and layoffs preceded even that quick 
demise. 

Like New Coke and the Edsel, CNN+ will go down 
in history for its spectacular unpopularity. How 
unpopular was CNN+? Kevin Tober and Curtis Houck 
of MRC’s NewsBusters team put together a list of 
“Eight Things More Popular Than Epic Failure CNN+,” 
and it is impressive. 



Biden’s Trans Health Secy  
Keeping Censors Busy 
Rachel Levine is keeping CensorTrack busy. 
It devoted an entire episode recently to 
the censorship of remarks regarding Levine, 
the Biden administration’s transgender 
Department of Health and Human Services 
executive, who was named one of USA 
Today’s Women of the Year. 

John Nolte of Breitbart and John Daniel 
Davidson of The Federalist were suspended 
from Twitter for saying Levine is a man. 
Charlie Kirk, Turning Point USA founder and member of CensorTrack’s 
advisory board, was censored for pointing out that Levine lived the 
first 54 years of his life as a man and had a wife and family. “Where 
are the feminists?” he asked. 

Twitter locked out Babylon Bee, the satire site, for naming Levine its 
“Man of the Year,” and when Tucker Carlson tweeted that both Kirk’s 
and the Bee’s tweets were true, Twitter removed his tweet.  

As Tierin-Rose Mandelburg said on MRCTV’s show CensorTrack with TR: 
“If Levine is allowed to tell the world that he’s a woman, then the 
world should be allowed to state that they don’t agree.”
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‘Stops Along The Way’ Book Tour Takes 
Interesting Turns   
MRC Founder and President Brent Bozell continues to make the 
rounds of talk shows to discuss his new book, “Stops Along the Way: 
A Catholic Soul, A Conservative Heart, An Irish Temper, and a Love of 
Life.” The book itself is a conversation starter, and the conversations 
with the hosts have veered into interesting territory.  

During a recent interview on The Daily Signal with Rob Bluey of The 
Heritage Foundation, Brent said the Hunter Biden laptop was only one 
significant example of censorship that changed the election. “Rob, it 

was frightening,” Bozell said. 
“On every single issue, it was 
35%, 45%, 50.5% of Biden’s 
voters had no idea that Trump 
had been nominated” for three 
Nobel prizes. 

On The Bill Walton Show, 
where the host is a member 
of the MRC Board of Directors, 

he discussed how leaders on the right are discussing new ways to talk 
about who we are and what we’re for. The debate is no longer left v. 
right, conservative v. liberal. It’s now Americans v. anti-Americans.

BITS & PIECES

4 Years at Harvard =  
Your Share of the 
National Debt 
You could put your kid through 
Harvard — all four years, tuition, 
fees, books, and board — with your 
share of the federal debt in 10 years 
under President Joe Biden’s budget 
proposal, according to an analysis by 
Terence Jeffrey, editor-in-chief of 
CNSNews. 

Jeffrey says the Harvard education 
will cost nearly $75,000 next year. 
Four years of that is $298,000. 
The public debt will grow from 
$23.8 trillion to nearly $40 trillion 
during that period, and the average 
American worker’s share of that 
debt will be $300,002.  

Instead of a Harvard education, 
you also could buy a house with the 
money. The average price of a house 
in the US is now around $330,000.  

Biden’s dishonest claims of fiscal 
progress notwithstanding, Jeffrey 
doesn’t expect this to get better. 
“Will it be paid off? No,” he wrote. 
“Will it be paid down? No.” 

U.S. Assistant Secretary  
for Health, Admiral 
Rachel Levine



MRC Leads Meeting 
on Congressional  
Big Tech Reform
When it comes to federal 
legislation to address Big Tech 
censorship, conservatives must 
coalesce behind one or two 
proposals and push hard because 
they won’t get many chances. 

That was the takeaway from an 
event sponsored by MRC in March 
to bring together lawmakers and 
policy groups on Capitol Hill to 
devise ways for Congress to crack 
down on Big Tech censorship.  

“There are a lot of ways to skin 
the cat,” said Jon Schweppe, 
government affairs director for 
the American Principles Project, 
who spoke at the meeting.  
“We’ve got to make sure we do  
it the right way.” 

That means Donald Trump’s 
accounts must be restored 
unconditionally, tech companies 
must not interfere in future 
elections, and social media 
companies should lose their 
immunity from civil liability unless 
they moderate content in line 
with the First Amendment and 
protect children from pornography, 
Schweppe and others said. 
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Stay cool while looking cool with MRC gear. 
Summer is almost here, a perfect time to update your wardrobe for  
the season. So stop by the MRC Store and pick up T-shirts and hats  
ideal for staying and looking cool while sending the woke into an 
emotional meltdown! Check out our Memorial Day sale, too!

To honor our fallen heroes, everything  
in the MRC Store is 20% off!
(May 29th - May 31st!)

To get your discount, simply add one or more items to your shopping cart,  
and the “MRC Memorial Day Sale” discount will be automatically applied!     

Holy … ! Fact-Checker Censors MRCTV  
Over Biden Bird Poop Theory
MRC’s Facebook account, with 3.3 million followers, received a 3-month 
restriction for publishing what the social media giant determined to be a 
false story about a bird pooping on President Biden during a speech in a 
“giant barn” grain distillery in Iowa.  

MRC’s Brittany Hughes reported on April 13 that “Yes, a Bird Just Crapped 
on Biden During a Speech,” which linked to a video put out by RNC Research 
that shows a liquid-y substance hit the lapel of the president’s jacket as he 
spoke about ethanol. He seems not to notice and continues to speak, but 
the video went viral.  

The White House and leftist media pushed back, and PolitiFact produced 
a “fact-check” that said, on the word of a photographer for a local 
newspaper, that what hit the president was bits of dried corn that were 
flying around the silo. No testing was done of the president’s lapel, so it is 
not known whether it was actually bird droppings that hit his coat.  

Based on the “fact check,” Facebook labeled the story false information 
and punished MRC for publishing a take on it. MRC research shows that no 
claims from Biden’s speech have been fact-checked — only the matter of 
whether what fell on his lapel was bird poop or flying corn dust. 

If YOU, too, have been censored, contact us using CensorTrack’s contact 
form and help us hold Big Tech accountable: CENSORTRACK.ORG



Musk’s Twitter Bid Put 
Scare Into Leftist Media
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E vents are moving so quickly in the Elon Musk/Twitter  
 saga that there’s no telling where things will stand 

by the team you read this.
But however it ends, let us never forget how this 

began. Musk, CEO of Tesla and a variety of other firms, 
had offered $43 billion — $54.72 per share — to buy all 
stock in Twitter and take it private. Others are working 
to block the move in various ways, and it’s not clear 
whether they can ward off the hostile takeover.

Musk has made no secret why he seeks to take 
Twitter private. He believes it is the meeting house of 
the marketplace of ideas, and he thinks it now unduly 
censors people over their viewpoints. He had not 
indicated what he intended to do to promote free speech 
nor whether he would reinstate 
banned accounts, including that 
of former President Trump.

But leftists in the media 
weren’t taking any chances. 
They were getting a head start 
on freaking out.

“I am frightened by the 
impact on society and politics 
if Elon Musk acquires Twitter,” 
tweeted Max Boot of the 
Washington Post. “For democracy 
to survive, we need more content 
moderation, not less.”

Anand Giridharadas of MSNBC 
worried that Twitter getting into the hands of a wealthy 
person might be problematic. “Elon Musk is why to 
abolish billionaires,” Giridharadas wrote. “Asking them to 
chip in their fair share isn’t enough. Regulating them isn’t 
enough. When people are allowed to acquire this much 
concentrated influence, they will inevitably manspread 
economic power into every other form of power.”

Axios was deeply concerned at the prospect of Musk 
getting control of Twitter. “The world’s richest man 
— someone who used to be compared to Marvel’s Iron 
Man — is increasingly behaving like a movie supervillain, 
commanding seemingly unlimited resources with which 
to finance his mischief making.”

His mischief is trying to free Twitter from a leftist 
grip, as Axios admitted in the piece. “You’re going to 
hear much more about this bid than you would about a 
normal proposed M&A transaction in large part because 
Twitter is where journalists congregate and do a lot of 

their work, and they really don’t want to be working in 
Elon Musk’s private playpen.”

As Joseph Vazquez reported for NewsBusters, Free 
Press, a left-wing media outlet funded by George Soros, 
is frightened at the prospect. It headlined its story 
“Musk’s Attempted Takeover of Twitter Would Be Toxic 
for its 330 Million Users and Our Democracy.”

It was all wrong for Musk to criticize “efforts 
by companies like Twitter and Meta to moderate 
platform content and restrict the spread of hateful and 
threatening speech and disinformation,” Free Press 
Co-CEO Jessica Gonzalez wrote. “Users of social media 
platforms shouldn’t have to be subject to the whims of 
bombastic millionaires who are detached from reality 

and lack any true commitment 
to free expression, racial justice 
and democracy.”

As Vazquez reported, 
Free Press’ disdain for having 
billionaires run everything is 
somewhat situational. The 
prospect of Musk gaining control 
of Twitter, restoring accounts 
and ending censorship of 
conservatives is “toxic.” But the 
Rockefellers, Fords and Soroses 
of the world are fine.

Not only does Free Press 
accept money from Soros, it 

accepts money from the anti-Israel Rockefeller Brothers 
Fund and the pro-abortion Rockefeller Philanthropy 
advisors, as well as the ultra-left Ford Foundation.

Katy Tur of MSNBC was even more direct. She said 
she had “big” concerns “as a member of the media” 
that Musk might allow “somebody like Donald Trump 
back on the platform.”

It’s tricky, she told Kara Swisher of the New York 
Times. “There are real and devastating consequences 
for using that platform to lie,” Tur said. “ … There are 
massive and globe-altering consequences for just letting 
people run wild on the thing.”

What would constitute running wild? Perhaps not 
censoring the New York Post’s original stories about 
the Hunter Biden laptop? That had some pretty massive 
and globe-altering consequences, and we have record 
inflation, chaos at the border, weakness on the world 
stage and $5/gallon gas to show for it.  

Appearing on FNC’s Varney & Co., Apr. 14, Brent Bozell 
declared that billionaire Elon Musk possibly buying out 
Twitter would both restore free speech to the social 
media platform and change “the entire dynamics of 
politics” across the globe.
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MRC’s study on the networks’ failure to 
cover the Hunter Biden laptop story was 
“BREAKING NEWS” on Fox News @ Night. 
Shannon Bream said findings from 
the study showed “just how little time 
network newscasts have spent covering 
the Hunter Biden laptop story over the 
last 18 months.”

Dana Alexa of OAN’s The Real Story, cited a 
NewsBusters report regarding the “colossal 
blunder” roll out of CNN+

MRC IS EVERYWHERE!

Praising a NewsBusters video compilation of 
leftist media antics, Jesse Kelly on The First 
introduced his MRC guest with, “My friend 
Curtis Houck, managing editor from the 
great Media Research Center. I love what you 
guys put together with these videos. You do 
such great work.”

Appearing on Newsmax’s Rob Schmitt Tonight, 
MRC Latino director Jorge Bonilla discussed 
the crashing Hispanic poll numbers for 
President Biden. 

On Outnumbered, Kayleigh McEnany 
displayed a quote by NewsBusters 
Managing Editor Tim Graham and she 
cited MRC research (pulled from the 
archives) of how the press denigrated 
the nomination of Clarence Thomas. 

Fox Business and Fox News featured an exclusive NewsBusters study by 
Scott Whitlock which found that for gas price hikes “the networks put 
the culpability squarely on Russia by a 11-to-1 margin. ABC, CBS and NBC 

blamed Russia a whopping 
33 times and the Democratic 
president just three times.”
Brent Bozell appeared on set 
for FBN’s Varney & Co. on  
Mar. 24 to discuss the study. 
Later that day, Kayleigh 
McEnany highlighted the MRC 
finding on FNC’s Outnumbered.

In a discussion of the MRC study on Newsmax, 
Sean Spicer referred to the cover-up of the 
laptop story as “media malpractice.”

On OAN’s The Real Story, MRC’s Curtis 
Houck discussed NewsBusters reports 
about left-wing media double standards 
with regard to Supreme Court nominees.

Wish we could show you the dozen plus other  
TV shows using MRC research or interviewing 
our spokesmen this past month, but we’ve  
run out of room!  To see more MRC on TV,  
just follow us on Twitter: @newsbusters
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MRC, the only force fighting left-wing media bias 24/7.

n	Trevor Noah definitely not being racially polarizing in his reaction to Senate Republicans walking out after 
Ketanji Brown Jackson was confirmed to the Supreme Court: “Those Republicans ran out of the room like 
someone was handing out free N-word passes in the lobby, “‘Oh boy, oh boy, I always wanted to say that word, 
oh boy, in public.’”  n		Jim Sciutto of CNN on where the guns in NYC come from: “[Leaders] … speak of them 
coming from southern states, often with more lax gun laws.”  n		Anne Applebaum on why we still shouldn’t care 
what’s on Hunter Biden’s laptop: “My problem with Hunter Biden’s laptop is that it’s totally irrelevant. I mean it’s 
not whether it’s disinformation … I don’t think Hunter Biden’s business relationships have anything to do with 
who should be president of the United States. I don’t find it interesting.”  n		Patrick Gaspart, CEO of the Center 

THE Voices of Anti-Americanism
for American Progress, trying to scare voters back into the fold: “The highest stakes ever, beyond inflation, 
beyond jobs, beyond gas prices … Democrats can’t F--- this up. Democrats cannot F--- this up.”  n		Ellen K. Pao 
for the Washington Post on why leftists are so worried about Elon Musk’s involvement with Twitter: “Musk’s 
appointment to Twitter’s board shows that we need regulation of social-media platforms to prevent rich people 
from controlling our channels of communication. For starters, we need consistent definitions of harassment 
and of content that violates personal privacy.”  n		Glenn Kessler, fact-checker for The Washington Post, spinning 
on behalf of the Biden administration: “There’s little evidence that Biden’s policies have had any direct impact 
on oil production. However, the U.S. government can have the effect of shaping market perceptions that on the 
margins can affect prices.”  n		“Why are Republicans so concerned about ‘grooming’?” — Headline in The Week 

On this Memorial Day, let us remember the courageous heroes who gave 
their lives to keep our flag “so gallantly streaming.” Yet, as we stand, hand over 
heart, to honor the flag and those valiant fallen soldiers, the left kneels and 
denigrates the sacrifices made to keep her stripes so broad and stars so bright. 

America’s finest have left their legacy: our freedom. So let us think about 
ways that each of us can work for the freedom of future generations. 

Members of the MRC Legacy Society influence generations to come through 
their legacy gifts. Their generosity fuels MRC’s fight to protect the principles 
and liberties the flag represents today and into the future. 

If you’d like more information about legacy giving and how you can help, 
please contact Coley Jackson, VP of Development, at 571-267-3510 or email 
cjackson@mrc.org.  

Thank you, and God bless those who “gave all” for our country. 

“Our flag does not fly because the wind moves it.  
It flies with the last breath of each soldier who 
died protecting it.”  — Unknown


