
It started in late July when the books were 
beginning to close and leftist media realized a second 
quarter of negative growth was headed our way. 

That’s because a second consecutive quarter of 
negative growth = a recession, and leftist corporate 
media knew it. They also knew that if Americans 
realized their president had driven a vibrant economy 
into recession in 18 months, they might not vote as 
the media wished in November. 

So the summer snowstorm 
commenced. CNN’s Nicole 
Goodkind led the way with a 
story entitled “Who decides if 
the US is in a recession? Eight 
White economists you’ve never 
heard of.” The economy is not 
“officially” in recession until “a 
relative unknown group of eight 
economists says so.” 

And that group is not likely 
to be fair to the president, the 
piece implied, because six of 
the eight economists are men, 
and one of the two women is 
married to one of the six men 
… and they’re all white — now 
and throughout the history of 
the National Bureau of Economic 
Research’s Business Cycle Dating Committee.

And even if the decision is not driven by the sexism 
and racism of the eight anonymous economists, 
Goodkind lectured us that decisions come only after 
looking at “data on a broad line timeline, whose 
“designations often come retroactively …” 

We don’t need declarations. We can see the 
economy crashing, prices rising, families not spending, 
But this is about protecting Joe from criticism now or 
defeat later, and no stone can be left unturned. 

George Soros, the billionaire America hater who 
funds much of the anti-American left, ordered 

Wikipedia, the encyclopedia he supports, to fix it 
promptly. Wikipedia made 116 corrections to the 
technical definition of “recession” within a week. 
It made 41 edits on July 28 alone — the day the 
government reported that the quarter would end with 
negative growth. 

Early that morning, its definition read: “While 
national definitions may vary, two consecutive quarters 

of decline in a country’s GDP is 
commonly used as a practical 
definition of recession.” By 
that evening, it had been 
changed to “A significant 
decline in economic activity 
spread across the market, 
lasting more than a few 
months, normally visible in real 
GDP, real income, employment, 
industrial production, and 
wholesale-retail sales.” 

Suddenly, we were 
told there was “no global 
consensus on the definition 
of a recession” and that the 
two-quarters-of-negative-
growth rule applied only to 
“the United Kingdom and other 
countries.” Atop the page was 

a warning — an “outdated version of this article has 
been widely circulated,” and the recession page “may 
be unreliable.”

Call me cynical, but I can’t help but think the 
information on the page was more reliable before 
July 28. I also think that if two consecutive quarters 
of negative growth had occurred during the Trump 
administration, there would have been no effort 
whatsoever to redefine ‘recession,’ no amplification 
of this on network newscasts and certainly no network 
talking head declaring, as Caitlin Huey-Burns did on 
CBS Evening News, that “whether it’s technically a 
recession or not doesn’t matter.”
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Billionaire America-hater George Soros, who funds 
much of the anti-American left, ordered Wikipedia to 
promptly fix its definition of “recession.” Wikipedia 
made 116 corrections to the technical definition of 
recession within a week. On July 28 alone, the day 
the government reported that the quarter would end 
with negative growth, Wikipedia made 41 edits. 
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Jobs and Tax Cuts Act passed in 2017. First, there 
was the argument over whether this was the largest 
tax cut ever. Then, it was that it benefited only 
corporations and the rich. Individual taxpayers were 

“losers,” said NBC’s Stephanie 
Ruhle because their tax relief was 
only temporary. Biden’s bill raises 
taxes; she had no comment on 
that. 

The truth here is not good 
for leftist media. But the brand 
must be protected. If that means 
referring to down as up and good 
as bad and rewriting the definition 
of recession or raid or woman or 
tax cut or energy independence, 
this latest round of obfuscation 

should show you that they will stop at nothing to push 
their agenda.

We can’t stop either. We must continue to expose 
the bias and lies and set the second straight. Please 
help us with this by using the enclosed envelope to 
send us a contribution today.  

 Sincerely,

 L. Brent Bozell III, 
 Founder and President

If Trump had been involved, it would’ve mattered. 
A lot. It also mattered a lot to the media that what 
the FBI did to Trump at Mar-a-Lago was not a raid but 
service of a duly obtained warrant. 

And there was the Inflation 
Reduction Act — the boondoggle 
legislation that calls for massive 
spending on green energy, health 
care and other “stimulus.” 

The legislation will raise taxes on 
almost everyone, and even Bernie 
Sanders and the Congressional 
Budget Office admit it will have little 
effect on inflation. 

Now we are told to behold 
“the breadth of accomplishments that Democrats 
and President Biden have achieved,” said John 
Harwood of CNN. Biden joined the pantheon of great 
presidents, said Ryan Lizza on CNN. 

The question is not whether this legislation is 
good for America or even whether Americans want 
all this. No, “The real question right now is whether 
Democrats can … continue to see this momentum 
stick through November,” said ABC White House 
correspondent Cecilia Vega.

It is again instructive to look at how leftist 
corporate media handled it when Trump’s American 
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Visit NewsBusters.org and search 
“Recession Deniers: Networks 
Parrot White House,” to watch  

the video montage.  
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Tim Graham is executive editor of NewsBusters 
and director of media analysis for MRC. He’s 
also one of the longest-serving people at MRC, 
has a weekly column for Creators Syndicate, 
and serves as host for the popular MRC 
NewsBusters Podcast. 

You’ve been at MRC for more than 30 years. 
Why did you come here? And why have you 
stayed so long?
TIM: The number is tricky. It’s 2/1/89 to 2/1/01, 
and then 1/1/03 to present, so 31.5. But I actually 
worked with Brent on his column for most of my 
time away, so I secretly count that as a continuum. 
I only missed the MRC’s first year and a half or so!

You’ve written three books with Brent 
Bozell. What is it like to collaborate with 
him? 
TIM: Brent will often have an idea, and if 
publishers are interested, he’ll ask me if it’s 
something we have the evidence to write at book 
length. I’m still here because I’m blessed with a 
lock-down memory of media offenses. My wife can 

get upset that I can 
remember a Dan 
Rather smear from 
1993, and then 
forget to buy milk 
on the way home.

Those books are 
about issues 
that continue 
to come up — 
Democrats have 
crimes covered 
up; Republicans 
fight accusations that have no basis. What 
do we do? What’s the way forward?
TIM: Scandals are always the most fertile field for 
bias by commission and omission. The entire Trump 
news agenda was scandals and outrages, and when 
Democrats are in power, scandals are a right-wing 
conspiracy. What you do is point out the contrast. 
It’s one obvious 
way people see the 
liberal bias, but you 
have to fight on the 
particulars. 

What do you do 
when you’re not 
saving America 
from the lying 
media?
TIM: I’ll confess I 
obsess nights and 
weekends on this. But I love singing in church and 
watching food shows and trying weird snack foods 
(and posting little reviews on Facebook).

THIS MONTH FEATURING NEWSBUSTERS EXECUTIVE EDITOR

TIM GRAHAM 

INSIDE THE MRC

Check out Tim’s weekly podcast and 
follow him on Twitter:
@TimJGraham

TIM GRAHAM
NewsBusters Exec. Editor

Tim Graham has written 
four books with Brent 
Bozell —  “Unmasked: 
Big Media’s War Against 
Trump,” “Collusion: How 
the Media Stole the 2012 
Election and How To 
Keep It From Happening 
Again in 2016,” 
“Whitewash: What the 
Media Won’t Tell You 
About Hillary Clinton, 
But Conservatives 
Will,” and “Pattern 
of Deception: The 
Media’s Role in the 
Clinton Presidency.”
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Media Ignores  
Squad Scandals  
Leftist media love the Squad. 
They see them as our edgy, smart, 
tough future. So when the time 
comes to ask tough questions, they 
are dutifully silent. For example, 
what was up with Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez pretending to be 
arrested and hand-cuffed? In a 
made-for-social media stunt, AOC 
put her hands behind her back 
like they were cuffed and a cop 
held his hand there to look like he 
was walking her to a squad car. 
Momentarily forgetting her fake 
handcuffs, she actually reached 
out and put up a fist sign. 

Who was the cop? Was he in on 
this? How? Why? We don’t know 
because networks did not cover it.

She’s not the only Squad member 
to escape scrutiny, according to 
an MRC report. Networks ignored 
that Rashida Tlaib’s campaign was 
financed in part by an anti-Semitic 
terrorist group responsible for the 
murder of an American teenager 
in Israel. They also ignored Ayanna 
Pressley endorsing Will Smith 
slapping Chris Rock at the Oscars. 

BITS & PIECES

PayPal Restores 
Moms Group After 
DeSantis Pressure
Big Tech censorship is not just 
deleting posts, it’s also cutting 
off non-leftists’ ability to do business. But when PayPal tried to 
bully Moms for Liberty, a parents’ rights group, Gov. Ron DeSantis 
of Florida stepped in. 

According to an MRC report, Moms for Liberty had been using 
PayPal to accept donations for a year. But as DeSantis was 
addressing the group on July 15, PayPal stopped accepting the 
group’s donations and froze $4,500 of the group’s money. Two 
weeks later, after DeSantis announced a crackdown on such woke 
banking practices, PayPay suddenly restored its privileges. 

Moms for Liberty co-founder Tina Descovich said she hadn’t done 
anything else to convince PayPal to release their funds. She merely 
heard it had happened. “So the only thing I have to point to is that 
they saw the governor’s press conference and decided to change 
their minds,” she said.

How Will SCOTUS Ever Recover?
Univision continues to not really understand American governance. 
After Kansas voters turned down an awkwardly worded ballot 
initiative that would’ve made it easier to restrict abortion, its leftist 
anchor tried to make sense of it for her audience. “Kansas, a deeply 

conservative state, voted 
in favor of defending the 
right to this procedure,” 
said anchor Carolina 
Sarassa. “We are talking 
about the first setback for 
the Supreme Court, which 
happens a month after the 
Court eliminated the right 
to an abortion throughout 
the country.” 

As Jorge Bonilla pointed 
out on MRC Latino, the 

Dobbs ruling did not eliminate the right to an abortion throughout 
the country, and this was no setback to the Supreme Court. It held 
that the matter was up to the states. A state taking action either 
way is not a setback for the Court. It’s “no wonder that only 31% of 
Hispanics trust the media,” Bonilla wrote.

MRC Latino was the only media source to 
report on this episode of leftist bias. Jorge 
Bonilla saw the clip live and had a story up 
within the hour. 
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Vin Scully: Terrific Announcer, Great Patriot
One thing leftist media failed to mention when Hall of Fame sportscaster Vin Scully 
died Aug. 3 at age 94 is that he was quite a patriot and understood the importance of 
freedom. During a 2016 game, he said, “Socialism failing to work as it always does, this 
time in Venezuela. You talk about giving everybody something free and all of a sudden, 
there’s no food to eat. And who do you think is the richest person in Venezuela? The 
daughter of Hugo Chavez. Hello.” 

The next year, as reported by NewsBusters, he was asked about NFL players kneeling 
during the national anthem. “I used to love, during the fall and winter, to watch the NFL 
on Sunday. And it’s not that I’m some great patriot. I was in the Navy for a year. Didn’t 
go anywhere. Didn’t do anything. But I have overwhelming respect and admiration for 
anyone who puts on a uniform and goes to war. So the only thing I can do in my little way 
is not to preach. I will never watch another NFL game.”

Nets Ignore Bombshell From FBI 
Director
Networks and Big Tech censors continue to ignore the 
Hunter Biden laptop scandal to the extent possible. 
On Aug. 4, FBI Director Chris Wray told the Senate 
Judiciary Committee that Hunter Biden’s conduct, as 
gleaned from the contents of his laptop, “could be 
considered a ‘malign foreign influence campaign.’” 

Wray was asked by Sen. Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, “If 
the FBI received information that foreign persons had 
evidence of improper or unlawful financial payments 
paid to elected officials or other politically exposed 
persons, would that pose a national security concern?” 
Wray responded: “The kind of conduct you’re 
describing is typically something that we would look 
at very closely through our efforts at malign foreign 
influence.” 

None of the networks covered this, but David Spunt 
of Fox News did. He noted that, when pressed on 
allegations the FBI was suppressing evidence against 
Hunter Biden, Wray spoke out against “whistleblower 
retaliation.”

NewsGuard: BuzzFeed More 
Credible Than Fox News
Really, NewsGuard? BuzzFeed, which still has 
the Steele Dossier on its website and still 
presents it as true and factual, is more credible 
than Fox News? Not only that, its lead in 
“credibility” actually has increased. 

BuzzFeed News continues to get a 100/100 
score. Fox News dropped from 69.5 in 
December to 57 in July — bad enough for a 
“red-shield” warning — for failing to “adhere 
to several basic journalistic standards.” 
NewsGuard says Fox News fails to handle 
“the difference between news and opinion 
responsibly.” 

But in the corrections notes on its report, it 
notes that it falsely referred to Sean Hannity, 
Tucker Carlson and Laura Ingraham as anchors 
who cover news rather than hosts who lead 
opinion shows. So either these “experts” don’t 
know the difference between news and opinion, 
or they’re just looking for excuses for their 
increasingly obvious leftist bias.

Guess lefty BuzzFeed didn’t tune in on April 22, when Sean 
Hannity celebrated becoming the longest-running cable 
news talk show host in television history.

Whistleblowers have accused FBI Director Chris Wray of meddling 
in both the Hunter Biden laptop case and the raid on Mar-a-Lago, 
but the leftist network news refuses to ask him about it.
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Joe Biden is president today because of 
secondhand censorship.

If voters in battleground states had not been 
victims of secondhand censorship in the weeks before 
the 2020 election, they would have known about 
Hunter Biden’s laptop. And if those voters had known, 
enough would have changed their votes to flip the 
results in their states and re-elect President Trump. 

That might have been the worst example of 
secondhand censorship, but it was hardly the only 
one. In fact, according to new 
research from MRC, Americans 
could be missing out on 
important news because 
of secondhand censorship 
hundreds of millions of times 
each year. 

MRC’s study looked at 
just the first quarter of 2022 
and identified more than 144 
million times that users on 
social media had information 
kept from them. 

MRC’s CensorTrack.org 
identified 172 cases of Big 
Tech censorship by Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube, TikTok, Twitter, LinkedIn and 
Spotify in the quarter. It then multiplied the number 
of documented censorship incidents by the number of 
followers the censored individual had on that platform. 

For instance, Dan Bongino was censored twice 
on YouTube during the period. He had an estimated 
following of 882,495 when he was censored, meaning 
his secondhand censorship total was 1,764,589. 

The study’s authors say that figure probably is 
extremely conservative given that it doesn’t include 
cases of censorship not verified by MRC’s CensorTrack 
database, doesn’t look back beyond the first quarter 
of this year and counts the 70 Joe Rogan episodes 
removed by Spotify as one incident of censorship. 
Counting it as 70, with his 11 million regular viewers, 
would add 700 million to the total. 

CensorTrack found Big Tech directly suppressed 
content critical of the left’s transgender agenda 22 
times and news about the Ukraine war 19 times. 
It also continued to enforce the government’s 
information monopoly on COVID-19, including 
censorship of Rand Paul’s remarks on a radio talk 
show and news of a study that said the COVID 

vaccines may have the ability to recode DNA.
Turning Point USA’s Charlie Kirk, a member of the 

board of directors of both CensorTrack and MRC’s Free 
Speech America, had his account restricted, along 
with that of The Babylon Bee, for calling transgender 
US Assistant Health Secretary Rachel Levine a man. 

When Tucker Carlson tweeted their restriction 
notices, Twitter deleted his post, which deprived 
his nearly 5 million followers of this information. 
Between that and the 3 million combined of The 

Babylon Bee and Kirk, and 
that’s 8 million victims of 
censorship in one day.

Twitter censored Texas 
Attorney General Ken Paxton 
three times in two days in 
mid-March — once for calling 
Levine a man, once for hailing 
the swimmer who came in 
second to Penn’s transgender 
swimmer Lia Thomas as “the 
real champion of the Division 
1 NCAA women’s 500-yard 
freestyle,” and once for 
complaining about online 
censorship. This added up to 

more than 530,000 times that social media users had 
information kept from them.

As for Ukraine, YouTube placed two content filters 
on a video of Tulsi Gabbard telling Laura Ingraham 
that Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky was 
open to negotiations with Russia’s Vladimir Putin to 
end the war. 

An0maly, a YouTube hip-hop artist and video 
producer, said Instagram and TikTok may have worked 
together to censor his Ukraine war content because 
his suspensions seemed to happen simultaneously. 
That censorship affected 551,200 followers.

Twitter locked the account of commentator Todd 
Starnes at the behest of Democrat congressman Eric 
Swalwell for a tweet criticizing Biden’s poor vetting 
of refugees from Afghanistan. 

The censorship ran the length of Silicon Valley 
and covered the full gamut of public policy debates. 
Facebook was the worst, YouTube was second, and 
Twitter and the rest were close behind. They all did 
it in different ways and emphasized different issues. 
But one thing they all had in common — they all 
censored on behalf of the left.

MRC SPECIAL REPORT:
Secondhand Censorship Pervasive Among Big Tech

New research from MRC’s Brian Bradley and 
Gabriela Pariseau indicate Americans could be 
victims of secondhand censorship upwards of a 
billion times per year.



In his Aug. 9, FoxNews article, Brian 
Flood cited NewsBusters associate 
editor Nicholas Fondacaro: 
“It’s a tacit admission that the 
media’s refusal to cover and active 
suppression of the Hunter Biden 
story was done with political 
motives by the supposed unbiased 
press. With the presidential 
election coming up, they needed to 
kill and bury any story that could 
do the same for Biden’s chances 
against Trump. That’s why Stelter 
was so comfortable denouncing 
the emails as fraudulent and used 
those reporting the story as an ad 
hominem attack against the truth.”
Note: Brian Stelter was fired by 
CNN one week later.
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On FoxNews @ Night with Shannon Bream, Aug. 5,  NewsBusters Executive Editor Tim 
Graham discussed his picks for Media Highlights and Lowlights of the week. Graham’s 
highlight example was CNN analyst Scott Jennings upsetting his colleagues on CNN 
Tonight, Aug. 4, by explaining how the so-called “inflation Reduction Act” offered no 
immediate benefits.

MRC IS EVERYWHERE!

On the Aug. 7 edition of Newsmax’s Wake Up 
America, NewsBusters managing editor Curtis 
Houck chuckled over the White House’s lame 
attempts to downplay high gas prices and 
how John Kirby plays like a baseball relief 
pitcher for Karine Jean-Pierre just eating up 
innings in a blowout game. 

On Aug. 11, American Principles Project 
released a report, “The Top 25 Threats 
to the American Family” featuring guest 
essays from numerous conservative 
political leaders and intellectuals. Essay 
No. 15 was written by Brent Bozell and 
Tim Graham. To read the report, visit: 
Americanprinciplesproject.org.

Applying a Napoleon maxim to the pro-life movement and the overturning of Roe 
v. Wade, Brent Bozell noted in his July 20 Op-Ed for FoxNews.com, “The greatest 
danger occurs at the moment of victory.” Bozell warned that it’s important to 
recognize abortion activists remain a major force in the field and that other 
significant battles can still be lost without vigilance and a coherent strategy.

On Newsmax, MRC President Bozell 
hammered the abortion-loving press for 
hiding the Biden administration’s attempt to 
force Catholic hospitals to perform abortions 
and the media’s blackout of the story.

On July 22, Curtis Houck and National Report 
host Shaun Kraisman discussed the MRC’s 
latest special report on Big Tech’s secondhand 
censorship and the implications thereof.

On Aug. 9, Fox News’ Harris Faulkner 
highlighted a NewsBusters quote noting how 
ABC’s Good Morning America co-host George 
Stephanopoulos devoted four minutes and 
12 seconds to reminding viewers of America’s 
botched withdraw from Afghanistan — only 
three seconds of which mentioned Biden.
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MRC, the only force fighting left-wing media bias 24/7.

n Don Lemon getting tough. “We cannot sit here and pretend like, ‘Well, Republicans … cut them a break.’ 
They have a lot to answer for in this moment. They have taken back a right [abortion] that was granted to 
American women for 50 years. … If they come here on CNN they must answer for that. And they cannot 
expect to be coddled when they go on to a news organization.”  n  More inconvenient untruth from Al Gore: 
“The climate deniers are really in some ways similar to all of those almost 400 law enforcement officers 
in Uvalde, Texas, who were waiting outside an unlocked door while the children were being massacred. 
They heard the screams, they heard the gunshots and nobody stepped forward. And confronted with 
this global emergency, what we’re doing with our inaction is failing to walk through the door and stop the 

THE Voices of Anti-Americanism
killing.”  n  Meathead gonna meathead: “Screw politics. Screw poll numbers. Joe Biden has a record of 
accomplishments in the first two years of his presidency that has gone unmatched for almost 60 years,” 
said Rob Reiner.   n  Everyone wants to be pro-life: “Nobody’s pro-abortion, and like, everyone is pro-life,” 
said Sarah Haines on The View. “The viable existing human we’re just not going to attend to, but the clump 
of cells – and we can all debate when that starts — is going to be defended at all costs.”  n  MSNBC’s Tiffany 
Cross: “We must wonder will this democracy survive. Well, a Yahoo News poll says no. But perhaps when 
you build a nation on stolen land, with stolen labor, it was never going to be a republic we could keep.”

Triggering the left is our business,

AND BUSINESS IS GOOD.

Save 20% at checkout  
with promo code:  

MRCWATCHDOG22 
All proceeds benefit the MRC.

It’s the new and improved MRC store, designed with anti-woke conservatives in mind. 
Tell the perpetually offended, basement-dwelling leftist nitwits to take a hike and  

express your First Amendment rights.

Remember, what you find in our store:  
Big Tech can’t censor it. Media can’t spin it. The woke can’t cancel it. But you can wear it.
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