
Our recent 35th anniversary gala got me thinking 
about the phases we’ve gone through at MRC. At first, we 
focused on network newscasts and major newspapers. 
Then we began covering cable news and news-affiliated 
shows such as The View. 

In recent years, the focus has shifted to Big Tech and 
its role in determining when, how, and in what ways we 
encounter current events. 

In all those transitions, 
it’s hard to put a finger on 
the day, month, or even 
year when they took hold. 
But that’s not the case 
now. 

In the last month, it 
has become clear that 
covering truth and bias 
in the media also means 
covering the government. 
The distinction between 
the two is being erased.  
The president calls 
us semi-fascist and is 
trying to jail anyone 
who mentions the 2020 
election. But it is he who has deployed corporations to 
carry out government censorship.

Discovery for a lawsuit filed by the attorneys general 
of Louisiana and Missouri has revealed what Missouri 
Attorney General Eric Schmitt called a vast “censorship 
enterprise,” in which dozens of White House officials 
direct executives of Big Tech firms on what to publish, 
what to withhold and what to label disinformation. 

It started with Mark Zuckerberg’s rather casual 
revelation on Joe Rogan’s show that, yes, Facebook did 
censor content about Hunter Biden’s laptop before the 
2020 election, and yes, it did do so at the behest of the 
FBI.

We also learned that the FBI parted ways with a 
top executive because he lied to predicate the Mueller 
investigation and possibly the current probe that led to 

the raid on Mar-a-Lago. He also ordered the Hunter Biden 
laptop probe be put on ice until after the 2020 election.

We already know from MRC research that if voters in 
battleground states knew about the laptop and its sordid 
contents that enough would have switched their votes to 
Donald Trump to have put him back in the White House. 

What we learned this month is that an FBI agent 
personally prevented 
the laptop from being 
investigated before the 
election and that the 
FBI ordered social media 
companies to censor or 
discredit that story and 
push the story of the 
51 former intelligence 
officials who declared 
the laptop to be Russian 
disinformation — which we 
all now know to be false. 

Perhaps even more 
shocking, Zuckerberg 
said there was nothing 
uncommon about this — 
that the FBI regularly told 

social media firms what to censor. In turn, social media 
firms sought out meetings for direction on upcoming 
censorship opportunities. They even had what Schmitt 
called “a verified flagging status for government officials 
to directly go and censor.”

The Justice Department admitted dozens of federal 
officials are meeting regularly with Big Tech giants to 
coordinate censorship. 

Facebook sent memos to the White House bragging 
that it was “increasing the strength of our demotions for 
COVID and vaccine-related content that third-party fact-
checkers rate as ‘partly false’ or ‘missing context.’” 
Twitter held regular meetings at which White 
House officials briefed them on the latest  
in COVID censorship needs. 

The Era of Government-Ordered Censorship

Creating a Media Culture in America Where Truth and Liberty Flourish

Not only has the Biden administration deployed corporations to 
carry out government censorship activities against conservative 
Americans, but on Sept 1, the president said on national 
television that half the people in our country were “semi-fascist” 
and enemies of the state.  “...MAGA Republicans represent an 
extremism that threatens the very foundations of our republic.” 
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We’re documenting Big Tech censorship through 
CensorTrack and investigating and exposing it through 
Free Speech America. CensorTrack already has identified 
nearly 4,400 cases of Big Tech censorship, including 
almost 50 of MRC itself.

In addition, we lead the Free Speech Alliance, 
which has grown to nearly 100 member organizations. 
Its animating purpose had been to work on reform of 
Section 230 — and that effort should take on new energy 
as more emerges on collusion between Big Tech and 
government. 

But if the FBI and Big Tech are going to openly and 
formally work together to censor voices on the right, the 
alliance will be busy indeed. This is government-ordered 
censorship. It is illegal and must be fought with all our 
might. We must single them out, chronicle their every 
act of censorship, and make sure their countrymen know 
they act as censors on behalf of a government that has 
lost its bearings and no longer cares about our rights.

It won’t be easy, and we will need your help. The 
battle begins today. Please use the enclosed envelope 
and send us a check. The free speech you’re saving 
could well be your own. 

 Sincerely,

 L. Brent Bozell III, 
 Founder and President

The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency 
reached out to Twitter, Google, Meta, and Microsoft 
to order favorable treatment of the Disinformation 
Governance Board, the short-lived Department of 
Homeland Security agency that was to alert the public 
and media to “threats from disinformation.” 

The board was quietly disbanded after MRC pointed 
out the links between its leadership and George Soros’ 
organization. 

This government meddling makes a lot of difference.
Kill stories about the link between government 

spending and inflation, and lawmakers are freer to 
embrace dangerously ineffective economic policies — a 
big reason inflation is six times higher now than when 
Joe Biden took office.

Kill stories that challenge the orthodoxy of global 
warming policy, and countries embrace destructive 
policies that lead to energy poverty, inflation, and a 
much more difficult world for the poor. 

Kill stories that challenge the establishment on 
COVID vaccines, and people die. 

As the previous evolutions unfolded — networks and 
big papers to cable, then cable to the Internet — their 
gradual nature enabled us to respond in stride. 

This challenge didn’t fully emerge until Joe Biden 
became president. Fortunately, we’re more prepared. 

Continued from page 1
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China’s authoritarians are on the same side 
politically as America’s leftist authoritarians. They 
are just as willing to use censorship to silence their 
free-thinking political adversaries, according to new 
research from MRC Free Speech America.

Using its exclusive CensorTrack database, MRC Free 
Speech America found that TikTok canceled accounts 
associated with 11 pro-free speech organizations 
since 2019. 

The 11 organizations received a notice that read: 
“Your account was permanently banned due to 
multiple violations of our Community Guidelines.” 
But no further explanation was 
provided. Many of the accounts 
involved were later quietly 
restored but with restrictions 
that severely limited the reach of 
the censored parties.

MRCTV is among the 11 
organizations to be banned, as 
are Lt. Col. Allen West and his 
American Constitutional Rights 
Union; Tom Fitton of Judicial 
Watch; both Live Action and Lila 
Rose; both PragerU and Amala 
Ekpunobi, a popular podcaster; 
Students for Life of America; Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life 
America; Michael Knowles of the Daily Wire; Tim Pool’s 
Timcast IRL, and the Young America’s Foundation. 

Tik-Tok also censored Steven Crowder, the Blaze 
Media podcaster, the libertarian Atlas Society, and 
Young Americans for Liberty — all for advocating for 
Second Amendment rights. 

The others who were banned have little to no idea 
why. PragerU had an account banned with no reason 
provided beyond “multiple violations of community 
guidelines.” It started another account, and that was 
banned too. 

Pool said his podcasting account on TikTok was 
banned because, after his personal account had been 
banned and restored, TikTok was more extreme about 
bans than other platforms, “exemplified by the fact 
that I’m not banned on any other platform.”

Live Action, Lila Rose’s pro-life website, was 
banned in January 2019, then restored, then banned 

China-Affiliated TikTok  
Censors The Freedom-Minded

again on Aug. 4 after Rose 
shared a screenshot declaring 
her “permanently banned” 
the first time around. 

Young America’s 
Foundation has been banned 
at least three times — the 
last of which, in early August, led to all but two of its 
videos being removed by TikTok for “hateful speech” 
or “hateful behavior.” Of the seven videos censored, 
six had to do with transgender issues. 

TikTok pre-emptively banned Susan B. Anthony 
Pro-Life America’s account after 
the Supreme Court overturned 
Roe v. Wade. It quickly restored 
the account, but its views per 
video are just 1% of what they 
were before the ban. “On paper, 
they can say they lifted the 
suspension,” said the group’s 
digital and creative director. “But 
the reality is very different.”

Allen West apparently was 
banned after he posted a video 
about the FBI’s raid of Donald 
Trump’s home at Mar-a-Lago. 

Michael Knowles of the Daily Wire said it had been 
weeks since he had even used the account that TikTok 
banned and didn’t even receive a ban notice. 

It has censored MRCTV 45 times – 29 of them with 
no explanation. Others were for “hateful conduct,” 
“hateful behavior,” “harassment and bullying” and 
“integrity and authenticity violations.”

Its work censoring adversaries of the American left 
should come as no surprise. The Chinese Communist 
Party holds a seat on the board of TikTok’s parent 
company, ByteDance, which is partially owned by 
WangTouZhongWen Technology, a Beijing company 
owned by three state entities, according to Reuters.

American Constitutional Rights Union, Live Action, 
PragerU, Students for Life, Susan B. Anthony Pro-
Life America, the Babylon Bee, and Young America’s 
Foundation are members of the Free Speech Alliance, 
the MRC-led coalition of nearly 100 groups that fight 
for First Amendment rights.

Check out the report “11 Pro-Free Speech 
Organizations ‘Permanently Banned’  
by Chinese Communist Party-Tied TikTok” 
at Censortrack.org. 



Soros, eBay Founder Trying to 
Rescue Dem Latino Support
George Soros and eBay founder Pierre Omidyar are 
joining forces to help Democrats recruit Latino 
voters back to their fold in time for the November 
elections. The Open Society Foundations, which 
Soros controls, tweeted: “We’re proud to join 
this long-term effort to increase Latino political 
engagement and power in the United States.” 

Latino political engagement has been increasing 
for decades — 30% more voted in 2020 than 2016. 
The problem for Democrats is that President 
Trump carried more than a third of those votes, an 
unheard of total in modern times. 

According to MRC NewsBusters,  
Open Society Foundations  
coordinate donations through the 
Valiente Fund, a project of the 
leftist Way-to-Win group, and are  
set up to recruit Latino voters  
“for victory in the November 
midterms.” Soros previously worked 
with Way-to-Win on promoting  
vote by mail and other methods  
that weaken election integrity.
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MRC-Opposed Journalism Bill  
Dies in Senate Committee  
Legislation that would have allowed big media 
companies to ignore antitrust laws and jointly 
negotiate with social media giants was pulled 
by the Senate Judiciary Committee after an 
amendment proposed by Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, 
was adopted.

The Journalism Competition and Preservation Act, 
which MRC had opposed since its introduction, lost 
steam in the Democrat-controlled Senate after 
information came to light that Big Tech platforms, 
such as Twitter and Facebook, had censored 
content at the government’s request. 

The legislation would have given media companies a 4-year break from antitrust laws to negotiate with Big Tech 
for content distribution on social media. “That isn’t fixing the problem of having a Big Tech advertising cabal,” 
then-MRC VP Dan Gainor said at the time. “It is simply adding another cabal to negotiate with.”

BITS & PIECES

Kathy Griffin is at it Again
Kathy Griffin, the C-list 
showbiz person whose main 
claim to fame the last 
decade has been holding up 
a severed and bloody mock 
head of Donald Trump for a 
photo shoot, seems unable 
to leave the crazy behind. 

On Labor Day, she kicked 
off the final sprint to the 
midterm elections with a 
tweet that read: “If you 
don’t want a Civil War, vote 
for Democrats in November. 
If you do want Civil War, 
vote Republican.” 

Lauren Boebert, the 
Republican congresswoman from Colorado, could 
not take it seriously. “Kathy Griffin’s parents really 
missed the mark by not naming her Karen,” Boebert 
tweeted. “Civil War just because she doesn’t get her 
way? Pathetic.” Ted Cruz did take it seriously. “This 
is WRONG,” he tweeted. “Crazy Hollywood Leftie 
threatening ‘Civil War’ if Dems don’t win. Sadly, this 
is today’s Left: angry, hateful & violent.”

On Feb. 2, then-Vice President of Free Speech America Dan Gainor testified via Zoom 
before the Senate Judiciary Committee’s Subcommittee on Competition Policy, 
Antitrust and Consumer Rights.

ebay
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Krugman: Be Thankful For Biden Boom
Hand it to Paul Krugman. He delivers insights you don’t get anywhere else. The 
guy who said his “first pass guess is never” as to when markets would recover from 
Donald Trump being elected president and that the Internet would make no more 
difference in our lives than fax machines now says we should ignore the recession, 
9% inflation, skyrocketing gas prices, housing and supply chain problems, and focus 
on how good we have it under Joe Biden. 

“Bidenomics has been good for American workers whether they know it or not,” 
Krugman wrote. Furthermore, “If we include wage gains due to the rising share of Americans with jobs and the 
rising number of hours for those employed, the Biden boom has, unambiguously, been good for workers’ incomes.” 
He admitted workers’ purchasing power had declined significantly. But “that decline reflected events in global food 
and energy markets, not U.S. policy.” Global energy markets did not cancel the Keystone pipeline, drag their feet 
on a new offshore drilling plan, or slow drilling permits on federal land to their lowest levels ever. Biden did that. 

Ramos: Walls OK if Biden 
Builds Them
Jorge Ramos of Univision had a lot to say about 
how bad it was that Donald Trump wanted to 
build a wall along the US-Mexico border. But now 
that Joe Biden has concluded that parts of the 
wall need to be finished, Ramos has little to say. 

Biden’s Department of Homeland Security had 
announced plans to close the “Yuma Gap” in 
southern Arizona by completing sections of the 
wall under construction when he halted work on 
the border upon taking office. Ramos decried 
the Trump border policies on TC Televisión and 
wrote at least 
eight op-eds 
with titles that 
included, “Donald 
Trump’s Wall is 
Totally Useless,” 
“So Who’s Paying 
for The Wall?” 
“Trump’s Wall is 
Only In His Head,” 
and “A Wall Won’t 
Stop Drugs From 
Coming In.” 

As Jorge Bonilla 
of MRC Latino 
wrote, “Jorge 
Ramos has spilled 
a great deal of 
ink bemoaning the idea of a border wall and 
denouncing its construction as racist or useless 
or both. But where are the opinion columns now 
that Joe Biden is building a ‘useless’ wall? … It’s 
as if walls stopped being evil and useless as the 
clock struck noon on Jan. 20, 2021.” 

CNBC Climate Doom Story 
Repudiated in Real Time
CNBC hyped a study in Nature that shows 3.3% of 
Greenland’s ice sheet could melt by the end of the 
century because man-made global warming could 
drive up sea levels 10 inches by 2100. 

Unfortunately for the editors at Nature, the day the 
study was published, another story appeared that said 
Greenland had gained seven gigatons of mass in one 
day, the largest one-day gain in summer ever recorded. 

Also, as Jeffrey Clark pointed out for MRC Business, 
Nature’s coverage of the study blamed the melting on 
man-made climate change, but the study itself did not 
mention man-made climate change or fossil fuels, or 
anything energy-related. The Nature study predicts a 
10-inch rise in sea level, which CNBC prophesied would 
cause global destruction.

CNBC and Nature magazine blame man-made climate change and 
hype a study saying 3.3% of Greenland’s ice sheet could melt by 
century’s end. But the study itself never said that and another 
study showed a 7- gigaton gain of mass in one day, the largest ever 
recorded.

Interesting how Univision’s 
Jorge Ramos has nothing to say 
(or scream) about the border 
wall now that President Trump 
is out of the picture.
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Research from MRC’s CensorTrack was used by the 
attorneys general of Missouri and Louisiana in a major 
lawsuit they filed in May against Biden administration 
officials for coordinating with social media companies 
to censor speech. 

The attorneys general — Jeff Landry in Louisiana 
and Eric Schmitt in Missouri — cited findings from 
CensorTrack that Big Tech had censored on behalf of 
the president 646 times between March 10, 2020, and 
March 10, 2022. 

They also pointed to MRC 
research that showed that Big 
Tech and media censorship 
of the Hunter Biden laptop story helped sway the 
election to Biden. 

MRC’s research on censorship of the laptop story 
found that enough voters in battleground states would 
have switched to Trump if they had known about the 
laptop to change the outcome of the election. 

The attorneys general have subpoenaed various 
current and former Biden administration officials, 
including Tony Fauci and Nina Jankowicz, who ran 
the Disinformation Governance Board until the Biden 
administration shut it down amid protests about the 
Orwellian notion of the government determining what 
constitutes misinformation. 

And when the Disinformation Governance Board 
was paused, then disbanded after its botched rollout, 
the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency 
reached out to Twitter, Facebook, Google, and 
Microsoft to try to accomplish the same functions by 
different means, according to the lawsuit.

The suit, which names White House Press Secretary 
Karine Jean-Pierre, Surgeon General Dr. Vivek Murthy 
and others as defendants, claims that government 
officials, including President Biden himself, colluded 
with Big Tech to censor free speech under the pretext 
of fighting “disinformation,” “misinformation” or 
“malinformation.”

It also has sought discovery from the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, the 
Centers for Disease Control, and the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

Schmitt, the Republican nominee to replace 
the retiring Roy Blunt in the Senate, said the 

MRC Research Cited in Big Tech Censorship Case
attorneys general already have received “a number 
of documents that clearly prove that the federal 
government has an incestuous relationship with social 
media companies and clearly coordinate to censor 
freedom of speech.”

He said the Department of Justice had identified 
45 federal officials who had interacted with social 
media companies on misinformation. Meta identified 
another 32 officials, including some from the White 

House, who communicated 
with them about censoring 
information. YouTube also 
identified 11 federal officials, 

many of whom were not disclosed by the Department 
of Justice. 

Schmitt said government agencies and White 
House officials directed several social media content 
moderation actions during the pandemic. The Centers 
for Disease Control proposed a monthly “debunking 
meeting” with Facebook and held numerous “Be 
on the Lookout” calls with social media outlets. In 
addition, Twitter sought a meeting with the White 
House to get clear instructions on what COVID 
messaging to censor. 

He said the plaintiffs would know more, but 
The White House is trying to block the release 
of communications with social media companies 
under executive privilege grounds even though the 
communications went to third parties and are not 
covered by the privilege.

Although the focus of this lawsuit is COVID 
disinformation and the government’s refusal — likely 
deadly to at least some Americans — to acknowledge 
problems with the vaccines or the efficacy of other 
approaches, such as Ivermectin, which the CDC 
quietly approved for treatment and prevention of 
COVID in recent weeks, Schmitt’s findings suggest 
censorship goes much deeper than we thought.

In recent weeks, Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
admitted his firm censored news about Hunter Biden’s 
laptop and the crimes suggested therein in advance 
of the 2020 election at the request of the FBI. In the 
same media appearance, he suggested Facebook and 
other social media companies frequently work with 
the government to censor information. 

Censor 
Track

MRC
VOTE



On The First’s I’m Right with Jesse Kelly, Aug. 
26, Curtis Houck said the leftist media are 
so inside their bubble and averse to seeing 
other views it is “inconceivable to them 
that there would be a different opinion, 
there would be another side that had 
the truth behind it or that their own side 
could be wrong.”  “...and now it’s not just 
that you are wrong, but that you are a bad 
person because of it.” 
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On Fox Business, Aug. 23, MRC President Brent Bozell and Stuart Varney chuckled over 
the media’s desperate, crumbling wall of protection around President Biden and how 
2022 midterm Dem candidates are running away from Biden policies. Watch and hear 
Brent’s example of how democrats should be running their campaign but can’t.  
Search: “NewsBusters ‘The Cracks are there.’” 

MRC IS EVERYWHERE!
On Sept. 12, on Newsmax’s Spicer & Co, 
NewsBusters Executive Editor Tim Graham 
addressed Chuck Todd’s softball interview 
with Vice President Kamala Harris.

On FoxNews.com Sept. 1, Brian Flood 
highlighted a report that MRC’s Gabriela 
Pariseau prepared using our exclusive 
CensorTrack database. Pariseau showed 
how TikTok (with deep ties to the Chinese 
Communist Party) silenced 11 pro-
free speech organizations by shutting 
down their accounts, typically with no 
explanation.

On the anniversary of Biden’s decision to 
withdraw from Afghanistan, Brian Kilmeade 
on Jesse Watters PrimeTime highlighted a 
NewsBusters study showing cable news 
coverage of the anniversary was only seven 
seconds, saying, “Truly unacceptable.”

Discussing the MRC’s Sept. 1, TikTok 
censorship report on Fox Business, Tim 
Graham said, “There’s an easy way to know 
if TikTok is an anti-American, communist-
backed channel:  Does it hate freedom?”   

On FoxNews @ Night, Sept. 3,  Tim Graham 
discussed media coverage of President 
Biden’s primetime speech decrying “MAGA 
Republicans” endangering democracy and 
leftists historians’ attempts to paint Biden as 
Abraham Lincoln and Franklin Roosevelt.

Curtis Houck, managing editor of
NewsBusters also appeared on
Newsmax’s Spicer & Co. to discuss recent 
White House press conferences, how 
supposed fact-checkers are nowhere 
to be found on leftist claims, and how 
the media continue to ignore the press 
secretary’s gaffes.

Both Curtis Houck and Tim Graham of MRC 
appeared on Newsmax’s National Report 
to discuss the media’s continued lack of 
coverage on the massive problem of illegal 
immigrants crossing at the southern border 
and the recent events concerning Gov. 
DeSantis and Martha’s Vineyard.

On Sept. 13, Mark Levin cited CNSNews.com 
editor-in-chief Terry Jeffrey’s report about 
inflation in the price of food being the highest 
since 1979.
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MRC, the only force fighting left-wing media bias 24/7.

n Pro-USA? Biden’s ‘semi-fascist’ speech “almost seemed to sort of be reclaiming patriotism,” said  
Eva McKend on CNN. “Often you hear Republicans argue that they are the pro-America party, right? The 
Democrats are not patriotic enough. But what was more pro-USA than this speech?”  n  Willie Geist of 
MSNBC said: “Freaks, weirdos and insurrectionists … This is who they are. This is what they’re doing. [Biden] 
is stepping into this place right now where a lot of Americans are. Where things seem like they’re going 
off the rails on one side of the aisle.” Incredibly, yet unsurprisingly, he was talking about the Republicans.   
n  Chuck Todd on the army of IRS auditors Biden wants to unleash. “If you are upset about extra IRS 
agents, stop cheating on your taxes.”  n  MSNBC’s Michael Beschloss says, also unironically, that when 

THE Voices of Anti-Americanism
historians look back on 2022, they’ll see the questions, “Are we going to have free and fair elections with all 
those state officials and state legislatures threatening to say ‘We’re just going to name the winner whoever 
we feel like?’ Are we going to have rule of law?”  n  MSNBC’s Tiffany Cross has seen enough evidence to 
convict. “I think a lot of people do want to see, you know, Donald Trump, you know, handcuffed like an 
episode of COPS and walking out … We want to see a perp walk, Donald Trump. … This could really be 
a situation where you’re a traitor. He is actually a traitor to America.”  n  John Cusack in late-stage TDS: 
“Every day he walks free — is a danger to peoples safety everywhere — the fact this man has a t-time 
rather than being interrogated & debriefed by the gov — is a sick farce,” the actor tweeted Sept. 9.

WHY DOES THE LEFT LOVE  
          LABELING THE RIGHT ?

Why? Because you are not aligned with the left’s totalitarian socialist values. They love 
labels, and they project them onto you. The media are the couriers for these labels and believe 
them to be true. The left and the media are conjoined at the hip, inseparable.

The midterm elections are right around the corner and our constitutional republic hangs 
in the balance. The far-left’s plan to “fundamentally change” America into a Socialist “utopia” is 
happening before our eyes.  

But MRC is holding the media and the left accountable for their actions and despicable and 
deceitful rhetoric. The MRC is the bulwark against the leftist media, providing the truth to the 
American public. The conservative movement and fair and honest media rely on our research 
and analysis to spread the word of truth. But we cannot do it without you. You can help. 

The MRC is 100 percent privately funded by patriots like you. Please consider a donation 
today so we can enjoy a better tomorrow. Thank you. Please go to MRC.org/donate today. 

According to the ruling party, you are a  
semi-fascist, hateful, and a threat to democracy


