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A bi-weekly compilation of the latest outrageous,
sometimeshumorous, quotes in the liberalmedia.

Bringing Political Balance
to the Media

MRC Dishonor AMRC Dishonor AMRC Dishonor AMRC Dishonor AMRC Dishonor Awards:wards:wards:wards:wards:
Roasting the Most OutrageouslyRoasting the Most OutrageouslyRoasting the Most OutrageouslyRoasting the Most OutrageouslyRoasting the Most Outrageously
Biased Liberal Reporters of 2001Biased Liberal Reporters of 2001Biased Liberal Reporters of 2001Biased Liberal Reporters of 2001Biased Liberal Reporters of 2001

On Thursday night, January 17, 2002, before an audience of more than 800 at the Ronald Reagan
Building and International Trade Center inWashington, D.C., theMedia Research Center presented
the �Dishonor Awards: Roasting theMost Outrageously Biased Liberal Reporters of 2001.�

Winners were picked by a distinguished panel of 14 leadingmedia observers who served as judg-
es� including Rush Limbaugh, Sean Hannity, Robert Novak,Michael Reagan, and Ben Stein�all
of whom selected first- and second-place choices from five quotes in six award categories. See the
backpage foracomplete list of the judges.

Cal Thomas served as theMaster of Ceremonies. Serving as presenters of video clips of the
three highest vote-earning quotes in six award categories: John Fund, Kate O�Beirne andDavid
Limbaugh.

In place of the journalist whowon each award, a conservative accepted it in jest. Those standing
in for thewinners: Steve Forbes, Lucianne Goldberg, Robert Dornan,William F. Buckley Jr., and
KatherineHarris.

Towatch,viaRealPlayer, thequotes inthis issue,goto:http://www.mediaresearch.org

WWWWWe�re All Going to Die and Ite�re All Going to Die and Ite�re All Going to Die and Ite�re All Going to Die and Ite�re All Going to Die and It�s�s�s�s�s
BushBushBushBushBush�s Fault A�s Fault A�s Fault A�s Fault A�s Fault Award (for Doomsward (for Doomsward (for Doomsward (for Doomsward (for Dooms-----
day Environmental Reporting)day Environmental Reporting)day Environmental Reporting)day Environmental Reporting)day Environmental Reporting)

PresentedbyJohnFund
Runners-up:
�This is another bouquet to the right. Arsenic in thewater.
Starting up the ColdWar.Make asmuch carbon dioxide as
you like. Laugh about it. Bush has set himself up as a huge
target. And the arsenic is going to be the equivalent of
what your boss [NewtGingrich] didwith cutting school
lunches.�
� Newsweek�s Eleanor Clift, addressing Tony Blankley,
on the March 24, 2001 McLaughlin Group.

�TheSierraClub calls President Bush�s latestmoves on the
environment �MarchMadness.� In the last twoweeks, the
administration has signaled that itmay allow logging in
pristine forests that hadbeendeclared off limits, has put
off a decision to reduce arsenic in drinkingwater, has sus-
pended a rule to protect the environment fromdamage
caused bymining, has reversed a decision to limit carbon

dioxideemissions, and thePresident also suggesteddrill-
ing for oil in national parks and is pushing oil exploration in
theArcticWildlife Refuge. Some in the President�s own
party are becoming alarmed.�
� ABC�s Linda Douglass opening a story aired on the
March 24, 2001 World News Tonight/Saturday.

And thewinner is...

�RememberwhenRonald Reagan tried to save a fewpen-
nies on the school lunch programby classifying ketchup
as a vegetable? Lastweek theBush administrationwent
further, axing a regulation that forced themeat industry to
test hamburgers served in school for salmonella. Imagine,
MadCowDisease among children, K through 12. The day
it hit the papers the proposalwas quicklywithdrawn. [If]
theBush administration keeps trying to kill health and safe-
ty regulations at this pace, soonwewon�t be able to eat,
drink or breathe.�
� �Outrage of the Week� from Time magazine�s Margaret
Carlson, April 7, 2001 Capital Gang on CNN.

Accepting forMargaret Carlson...SteveForbes
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2 MRC Dishonor Awards: Roasting the Most Outrageously Biased Reporters January 21, 2002

Bring Back Bubba Award (for theBring Back Bubba Award (for theBring Back Bubba Award (for theBring Back Bubba Award (for theBring Back Bubba Award (for the
Best Journalistic Lewinsky)Best Journalistic Lewinsky)Best Journalistic Lewinsky)Best Journalistic Lewinsky)Best Journalistic Lewinsky)

PresentedbyJohnFund
Runners-up:

�Elvis, the first rock star. Clinton, the first rock star
President....Clinton had a talent for convincing anyone
listening to him that hewas speaking only to them, just as
Elvis convinced someone in the 100th row that hewas
singing only to them. Presley drewonblack culture for
inspiration. Clinton drawsonblack culture for solace.�
� CNN political analyst Bill Schneider, prompted by the
August �convergence� days apart of Bill Clinton�s birthday
and the day Elvis died, August 16, 2001 Inside Politics.

�Now, the return of the Prodigal Son. The, you know, the
manwho left office disgraced, burdened downby at least
threemajor scandals that I can think of, got a hero�swel-
come today, and I couldn�t be happier....

�After impeachment, after Pardongate, after the fake sto-
ries about their pilfering of theWhiteHouse, Bill Clinton�s
appearance today inHarlemmust havebeen the feel-good
event of the season for the former President, and he
soaked up the sunshine and love.�
� Geraldo Rivera discussing Bill Clinton�s �heroic re-
emergence� at the opening of his new Harlem offices, on
CNBC�s Rivera Live, July 30, 2001.

And the winner is...

�Throughout the eight years that hewas in office, Presi-
dent Clintonwarned us that the next greatmenacewas
international terrorism....
�He also brought unprecedented prosperity to our nation,
and because of that, President Clinton [Bush] can use the
surplusMr. Clinton left behind to pay formany of the na-
tion�s needs in this timeof crisis....
�This lecture series is about the human spirit. Tome and
millionsof others, President Clintonhas alwayspersonified
that. He is theman fromHope, and that is what he has
given us, hope.Wemiss him. Thank you,Mr. President.�
� Former UPI White House reporter Helen Thomas in-
troducing Bill Clinton at an October 9, 2001 Greater
Washington Society of Association Executives lecture
shown on C-SPAN.

Accepting forHelenThomas...LucianneGoldberg

Gilligan Award (for the FlakiestGilligan Award (for the FlakiestGilligan Award (for the FlakiestGilligan Award (for the FlakiestGilligan Award (for the Flakiest
Comment of the YComment of the YComment of the YComment of the YComment of the Year)ear)ear)ear)ear)

PresentedbyKateO�Beirne
Runners-up:

�[SenatorJimJeffords] singscountrymusicwithTrentLott
andotherconservatives,butvotedagainst impeachmentand
forHillaryClinton�shealthcareplan. It�sa recordperfectly
suited forVermont�the first state tooutlawslavery,electa
socialist toCongress,producepoliticallycorrect icecream,
andlegalizesame-sexunions.Vermonterssaythey�renot
liberalorconservative, justsociallyconscious.�
� NBC�s Andrea Mitchell, May 24, 2001 Nightly News.

�After pepperoni pizza andbananamilkshakes once, I
dreamedabout Bill Clinton.�
� ABC�s Diane Sawyer talking with her Good Morning
America co-host Charles Gibson about a study which
claimed that sleeping Republicans have three times as
many nightmares as sleeping Democrats, July 10, 2001.

DianeSawyer: �Watching you andwatching you cover
the news over the past year, you are somuch about pas-
sion for politics, and it doesn�tmatter to you, Imean� I
reallymean this.�
GeorgeStephanopoulos: �Thank you.�
Sawyer: �You�ve been completely non-partisan in covering
thenews.�
� ABC�s Good Morning America, July 24, 2001.

And the winner is...

Bill O�Reilly: �I want to ask you flat out, do you think Presi-
dent Clinton�s an honestman?�
DanRather: �Yes, I think he�s an honestman.�
O�Reilly: �Doyou, really?�
Rather: �I do.�
O�Reilly: �Even though he lied to Jim Lehrer�s face about
theLewinskycase?�
Rather: �Who amongus has not lied about something?�
O�Reilly: �Well, I didn�t lie to anybody�s face onnational
television. I don�t think youhave, have you?�
Rather: �I don�t think I ever have. I hope I never have. But,
look, it�s one thing � �
O�Reilly: �How can you say he�s an honest guy then?�
Rather: �Well, because I think he is. I think at core he�s an
honest person. I know that you have a different view. I
know that you consider it sort of astonishing anybody
would say so, but I think you can be an honest person and
lie about any number of things.�
� Exchange on Fox News Channel�s The O�Reilly Factor,
May 15, 2001.

Accepting forDanRather...DanRather

Roast attendeesheardan �interview�betweenKate
O�Beirne andDanRathermadepossible by the editing of
audio clips of actual past Rather comments:

O�Beirne: �Good afternoon,Mr. Rather, and thank you for
making time for us. Letme ask you first, straight out: Is
there or isn�t there a liberal bias in themedia, andwhere
exactly do you fall in the equation?�
Rather: �I�m all news, all the time. Full power, tall tower. I
want to break inwhen the news breaks out. That�smy
agenda. Now, very respectfully, when you start talking
about a liberal agenda and all the, quote, liberal bias in the
media, I quite frankly, and I say this respectfully but candid-
ly to you, I don�t knowwhat you�re talking about.�
O�Beirne: �That remindsme,what do you think aboutwin-
ning this year�sGilliganAward for the Flakiest Comment of
theYear?�
Rather: �I wouldn�t touch that linewith a 12-foot pole,
which as you know is the pole I reserve for those things
that I certainlywouldn�t touchwith an 11-foot pole.�
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O�Beirne: �Mr. Rather, I hate to tell you, but you�re losing
me. You�re also losing your audience, by themillions, to
Fox.Why should conservatives stickwithCBSNews?�
Rather: �Staywith CBS now formore news, including: Is
there a pall over themall as holiday shoppers think small?�
O�Beirne: �I�ll pass that along, yes Iwill. One final question
for you:Most journalists are loathe to admit an error. Do
you evermakemistakes, and if so,why?�
Rather: �Where Icomeoutwith this,�look,we�vemade
mistakes in thepast.Somebodywrote in thepaper theother
day that Iwas,quote, �boneheaded.�Well, of course, it�sa
matterof record I�mboneheaded,said, �well, this isbizarre.��
O�Beirne: �Hold it aminute. Did I hear you correctly? Are
you saying you�re bizarre?�
Rather: �Well, of course I�mbizarre, you know,we�ve
known that for a long time...Somebody, I don�t know if he
put it exactly thisway, but he said, �well, you know, it�s a
dumb-ass thing he�s doing.�Well, you know, I�ve been a
dumb-ass allmy life.�
O�Beirne: �Okay.Thankyou foryour time,Mr.Rather.�
Rather: �I�ll see you along the trail.�

PPPPPeter Arnett Aeter Arnett Aeter Arnett Aeter Arnett Aeter Arnett Award (for Hopeward (for Hopeward (for Hopeward (for Hopeward (for Hope-----
lessly Foolish Wlessly Foolish Wlessly Foolish Wlessly Foolish Wlessly Foolish Wartime Rartime Rartime Rartime Rartime Reporting)eporting)eporting)eporting)eporting)

PresentedbyKateO�Beirne
Runners-up:

�Wehavebeen the cowards. Lobbing cruisemissiles from
2,000miles away, that�s cowardly. Staying in the airplane
when it hits the building, saywhat youwant about it, not
cowardly.�
� ABC�s Bill Maher on Politically Incorrect, Sept. 17, 2001.

�Weall knowthatoneman�s terrorist isanotherman�s free-
domfighterand thatReutersupholds theprinciple thatwe
donotuse theword terrorist....Tobe frank, it adds little tocall
theattackon theWorldTradeCentera terrorist attack.�
� Steven Jukes, global head of news for Reuters News
Service, in an internal memo cited by the Washington
Post�s Howard Kurtz in a September 24, 2001, article.

And the winner is...

�The Pentagon as a legitimate target? I actually don�t have
an opinion on that and it�s important I not have an opinion
on that as I sit here inmy capacity right now....I can say
the Pentagon got hit, I can say this is what their position is,
this is what our position is, but forme to take a position
this was right or wrong, Imean, that�s perhaps forme in
myprivate life, perhaps it�s formedealingwithmy loved
ones, perhaps it�s formyminister at church. But as a jour-
nalist I feel strongly that�s something that I should not be
taking a position on. I�m supposed to figure outwhat is
andwhat is not, not what ought to be.�
� ABC News President David Westin to students at a
Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism
event on October 23, 2001, shown four days later on C-
SPAN. (After the quote was publicized, Westin conceded
he was wrong.)

Accepting forDavidWestin...RobertDornan

Damn Every Conservative WDamn Every Conservative WDamn Every Conservative WDamn Every Conservative WDamn Every Conservative Weeeee
Can Think of to Hell AwardCan Think of to Hell AwardCan Think of to Hell AwardCan Think of to Hell AwardCan Think of to Hell Award

PresentedbyDavidLimbaugh
Runners-up:

�Andwecan�t let JusticeThomaspasson this.There�sno
opinionofhis inhere,hedoesn�t askquestions incourt.Does
hedoanythingbesidesvoteandrubberstampScalia?�
� Bryant Gumbel to CBS legal analyst Jonathan Turley
following the Bush vs. Gore Supreme Court decision, on
the Early Show, December 13, 2000.

Bill Maher, host of ABC�s Politically Incorrect: �I do think,
if it turns out that this beautiful young girl [Chandra Levy] is
gone, I think, and he [Condit] is responsible in someway,
you have to look to Ken Starr for a little bit of guilt.�
LarryKing: �Why?�
Maher: �Because, you know, KenStarrmade it so that
you, in the old days, you had an affair with somebody, and
you know, okay, you had an affair. The press didn�t report
it. They didn�tmake a political criminal case of it. Now, it�s
almost like you have to get rid of them.�
� Exchange on CNN�s Larry King Live, July 27, 2001.

And the winner is...
A compilation of Gumbel questions:

�Can you deny that he distortedMr.White�s record and
basically engaged inwhat somewould kindly call charac-
ter assassination?�
� CBS�s Bryant Gumbel to John Ashcroft adviser Charles
Polk, on Missouri judge Ronnie White whom Ashcroft
had opposed for appointment to a federal court, January
16, 2001 Early Show.

�If he�s [Ashcroft] somuchof an extremist liability, as you
claim,what�s his nomination say aboutGeorgeW. Bush
andhis claimsof compassionate conservatism?�
� Gumbel to Wade Henderson of the Leadership Confer-
ence on Civil Rights, January 16 Early Show.

�What do you think Senator Ashcroft�s distortion of your
record and tarnishing of your good name says about his
character?�
� Gumbel to Missouri Supreme Court judge Ronnie
White, January 19 Early Show.

Accepting for Bryant Gumbel...WilliamF. Buckley, Jr.

Sore Losers Award for RefusingSore Losers Award for RefusingSore Losers Award for RefusingSore Losers Award for RefusingSore Losers Award for Refusing
to Concede Bushto Concede Bushto Concede Bushto Concede Bushto Concede Bush�s Florida Victory�s Florida Victory�s Florida Victory�s Florida Victory�s Florida Victory

PresentedbyDavidLimbaugh

Runners-up:

CNNanchor Paula Zahn: �If Al Gore had gottenwhat he
wanted, whichwas a statewidemanual recount or a re-
count of those four specific counties, GeorgeBush still
would have won. So I wonder, and I�m going to put up on
the screen now a paragraph from your bookwhere you
once said, �Thewrongmanwas inaugurated on January
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20th, 2001 and this is no small thing in our nation�s history.�
Do you still agreewithwhat youwrote?�
ABCNews legal analyst Jeffrey Toobin: �Oh,absolutely. I
mean, remember this is justabout theundervotesandover-
votes.Therewere thousandsofvotes thatwereclearlymis-
takenlycast.Democracy isabout the intentof thevoters....�
� Exchange on CNN after the latest media recount,
November 12, 2001.

�Should five of our nation�s nine SupremeCourt Justices
be in prison? That�s the opinion of famed former prosecu-
tor Vincent Bugliosi. He says the justiceswho supported
GeorgeW.Bush in the election dispute are almost treason-
ouswhite-collar criminals. He�ll explainwhy. Because all
that is right nowonRivera Live.�
�It is a scathing indictment of the high court of theUnited
States, at least these five conservative justices. And I really,
really, I urge law students especially, but anyonewho�s
interested in themachinations of the Court, to check this
out. Vincent Bugliosi�sTheBetrayal ofAmerica.�
� Start and end of Geraldo Rivera�s interview with
Bugliosi, CNBC�s Rivera Live, June 25, 2001.

And the winner is...

�Nineteendaysafter thepresidentialelection,Florida�sRepub-
licanSecretaryofState [KatherineHarris] isabout toan-
nounce thewinner�asshesees it andshedecrees it....
�Thebelieved certification�as theRepublicanSecretary
of State sees it� is coming just hours after a court or-
dered deadline for counties to submit their hand count
and recount totals....
�Shewill certify�as she sees it�whogets Florida�s 25
electoral votes....
�What�shappeninghere is thecertification�as theFlorida
SecretaryofStatesees it anddecrees it� isbeingsigned....
�And after this, it will be, at least in the opinion of the Sec-
retary of State, that the resultswill be final....�
� Dan Rather during a CBS News Special Report on the
November 26, 2000 official certification of Florida�s vote.

Accepting forDanRather...KatherineHarris

Quote of the YQuote of the YQuote of the YQuote of the YQuote of the Yearearearearear
TheMRCasked the guests at our January 17 roast to de-
termine themost outrageously biasedquote of 2001. The
audiencewas asked to select from four of the six quotes
which had alreadywon an award.

The nomineeswereMargaret Carlson on howBush is
making it so �wewon�t be able to eat, drink or breathe,�
Helen ThomasonhowshemissedBill Clinton, DanRath-

er�s judgment that Bill Clinton is �an honestman� and Bry-
antGumbel�s questions about JohnAshcroft�s character.
As a picture of eachwas displayed, emceeCal Thomas
asked the audience to hoot, holler and applaud to indicate
which one they thought shouldwin. Thomas, alongwith
presentersDavid Limbaugh, KateO�Beirne and JohnFund,
agreed that DanRatherwas easily thewinner:

Bill O�Reilly: �I want to ask you flat out, do you think Presi-
dent Clinton�s an honestman?�
DanRather: �Yes, I think he�s an honestman.�
O�Reilly: �Doyou, really?�
Rather: �I do.�
O�Reilly: �Even though he lied to Jim Lehrer�s face about
theLewinskycase?�
Rather: �Who amongus has not lied about something?�
O�Reilly: �Well, I didn�t lie to anybody�s face onnational
television. I don�t think youhave, have you?�
Rather: �I don�t think I ever have. I hope I never have. But,
look, it�s one thing � �
O�Reilly: �How can you say he�s an honest guy then?�
Rather: �Well, because I think he is. I think at core he�s an
honest person. I know that you have a different view. I
know that you consider it sort of astonishing anybody
would say so, but I think you can be an honest person and
lie about any number of things.�
� Exchange on Fox News Channel�s The O�Reilly Factor,
May 15, 2001.

The Judges:The Judges:The Judges:The Judges:The Judges:
L.BrentBozell III, Presidentof theMediaResearchCenter
WilliamF.Buckley,Jr.,NationalReviewEditor-at-Large
JohnFund, columnist for TheWall Street Journal�s
OpinionJournal.com

LucianneGoldberg,TalkRadioNetworkhostandpublisherof
Lucianne.com

SeanHannity, co-hostofFNC�sHannity&Colmes;nationally
syndicated radio talk showhost

RushLimbaugh, national radio talkshowhost
MarlinMaddoux,Presidentof theUSARadioNetwork
RobertNovak, syndicatedandChicagoSun-Timescolumnist;
CNN commentator

KateO�Beirne,NationalReviewWashingtonEditoranda
panelist onCNN�sCapitalGang

MichaelReagan, nationallysyndicatedradio talkshowhost
WilliamRusher,DistinguishedFellow, theClaremont Institute
BenStein, hostofComedyCentral�sWinBenStein�sMoney
CalThomas, syndicated columnist andpanelist on FNC�s
Fox NewsWatch

R.EmmettTyrrell Jr., Editor-in-Chief of TheAmerican
Spectator


