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Rhode Island Department of Health 
Three Capitol Hill   
Providence, RI 02908-5097

www.health.ri.gov

May 21, 2021

To Whom It May Concern:

I’m writing on behalf of the Rhode Island Department of Health (RIDOH) in support of the University of 
Rhode Island’s proposal to the Department of Homeland Security for a grant to fund the Creating 
Courageous Communities: Developing a Statewide Professional Learning Community in Media 
Literacy to Counter Extremist Violence initiative developed by Professor Renee Hobbs at the University 
of Rhode Island and the Media Education Lab, in collaboration with Pam Steager and Media Literacy 
Now Rhode Island.

Hatred and violence have instilled fear and distrust in our communities and have been used as a political
tool by those seeking to subvert the democratic process. These disruptions have been felt throughout 
society and exacerbated by the systematic and widespread dissemination of falsehoods and inflammatory 
language via media. This poses a serious threat to the public’s health. Through the professional learning
community that this proposal intends to develop, people from across Rhode Island can learn to apply 
practical communication strategies that advance media literacy competencies and promote the social 
consensus that is essential for safe communities and democratic citizenship. 

The program elements Courageous Community Conversations, Media Literacy and Civic Education in 
Schools, and the Statewide Community-Created Media Contest are designed to reach as wide a range and 
number of Rhode Island residents of all ages as possible.

As an organization that promotes health equity and works to eliminate the public health ramifications of 
hatred and violence, we support this grant application and the focus on reducing the threat of domestic 
extremism through advancing media literacy, dialogue, active listening, and media creation among the 
people of Rhode Island. 

Through this letter, we acknowledge our interest in participating in the program in the event this proposal 
is funded. We would expect our role in the project may include recommending the project to key 
stakeholders in the communities we serve, serving on an advisory board, selecting staff and partners to 
participate in the program, and helping to plan for project sustainability efforts.

Sincerely,

Andrea Degos, MPH
Communications Director

Sincerely,

A d D MPH
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