
1 |  PROPAG ANDA AVAL ANCHE

Executive Summary

Leftist billionaire George Soros has been using his enormous fortune to buy influence around the world 
through news and activist media organizations for decades.

A new MRC Business analysis revealed that Soros specifically funneled at least $131,111,250  between 
2016 and 2020 into 253 journalism and activist media groups worldwide to spread his radical leftist 
ideas on abortion, Marxist economics, anti-Americanism, defunding the police, environmental 
extremism and LGBT fanaticism. Soros pumped a whopping $103,236,632 into media groups that 
circulated his extreme views throughout the U.S. and abroad between 2000 and 2014. Fast forward to 
the period between 2016-2020, and Soros blew past the $100 million global media funding milestone 
again in just a four-year timespan.

This report is the second in a three-part series that reveals the extent of Soros’ influence over the 
international media to inundate the world with his radical leftist ideas. It is easy to criticize Soros’ politics. 
But he is a savvy investor — whether he’s trying to make money or use it to push his agenda. Soros once 
told The New York Times that he was working to “bend” the arc of history “in the right direction,” and he’s 
using his global media clout to do it.

• $131 Million to Advance Soros’ Leftist Global Media Agenda: Soros’ Open Society Foundations 
(OSF) gave $131,111,250 to journalism and activist media organizations around the globe between 
2016 and 2020 to push his radical global agenda on issues like climate change, opposition to the 
traditional family, anti-Americanism, abortion and race. This just scratches the surface of Soros’ 
global influence. The Soros Economic Development Fund, the impact investment arm of the Open 
Society Foundations, spends hundreds of millions of dollars around the world in “private-sector 
investments to advance” OSF’s left-wing agenda on topics such as “racial equity” and “climate 
justice.” The organization states it has doled out $400 million to 54 countries as of April 2022, $9.3 
million of which went toward “independent media.” 

• Views Pushed by Soros-Funded Outlets Are Radical, Dystopian: Global outlet 
openDemocracy — which received $1,633,457 from Soros between 2016-2020 — published 
an op-ed from a “queer communism” activist who said the COVID-19 crisis “shows it’s time to 
abolish the [nuclear] family.” The outlet also justified Palestinian terrorist rockets being fired 
into Israel as “a necessary counter-discourse” to what it dubbed a “colonial power.” Project 
Syndicate, which received $1,532,105 in Soros cash between 2016 and 2020 — pushed a piece 
by a Soros-funded economist who argued the need for a global “climate lockdown” if the 
world didn’t undergo a radical green economic transformation. It also published propaganda 
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by former Iranian president and anti-American extremist Hassan Rouhani, who threatened 
further conflict with the U.S. in his 2014 column for Project Syndicate if an agreement on 
his country’s nuclear program wasn’t reached. The Soros-backed Free Press — financed to 
the tune of $1,625,000 between 2016 and 2020 — pressured the Federal Communications 
Commission to label former President Donald Trump’s coronavirus briefings “hoaxes” and 
censure broadcasters that aired them.

• 253 Journalism/Media Groups Tied to Soros: MRC Business’ first report in its three-part 
series on Soros discovered that he funded at least 253 organizations across the world that 
focus on news and activist media. A number of these groups wield massive power over the 
flow of information in international politics. Project Syndicate claimed its commentaries were 
published 20,393 times in 156 countries in 2021. Project Syndicate boasted its articles also 
have appeared in 66 different languages. openDemocracy claimed it “attracts more than 11 
million visits per year” and has projects published “in Russian, Spanish and Portuguese as well 
as English.” The Poynter Institute’s Soros-funded International Fact-Checking Network controls 
global fact-checking for 100 organizations and influences much of Big Tech content and social 
media with that power. 

COMING UP NEXT…

Soros Report Part 3: 
MRC Business will expose who in the establishment media are connected to George Soros.

https://www.project-syndicate.org/columnist/hassan-rouhani
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Introduction

At 92 years old, leftist billionaire George Soros has cemented himself as one of the most powerful 
influencers in global politics through his massive influence in the media.

A new MRC Business analysis revealed that Soros specifically funneled at least 
$131,111,250 into 253 journalism and activist media groups worldwide between 
2016 and 2020 to spread his radical leftist ideas on abortion, Marxist economics, anti-
Americanism, defunding the police, environmental extremism and LGBT fanaticism. 

Several of these groups wield massive power over the flow of information in international politics. As 
the late Andrew Breitbart said, “politics is downstream of culture,” but the way people are influenced is 
always through the media. Even small investments in media pay big dividends. The $128 million Soros 
committed to the 2022 midterms was significant because it was roughly equivalent to the $131 million 
he spent globally in a four-year period using the media to push his radical agenda.

This report is the second in a three-part series that reveals the extent of the influence that Soros wields over the 
international media to inundate world populations with leftist propaganda. It is easy to criticize Soros’s politics. 
But he is a savvy investor — whether he’s trying to make money or use it to push his agenda. Soros once told 
The New York Times that he was working to “bend” the arc of history “in the right direction.” He wasn’t kidding.

In the United States, Soros is known for his massive involvement backing liberal policies and politicians. 
Since the 2016 election, he has spent at least $200 million backing political candidates, which includes 
$29 million for local prosecutors and district attorneys.

In 2022 alone, The New York Times even conceded that Soros’ $128 million in political spending made him 
the the “largest donor” for the 2022 midterms. Soros also just poured another $50 million into his super 
PAC. But that’s just a drop in the bucket compared to the over $32 billion he pumped into his Open 
Society Foundations (OSF) overall since 1984 to shape politics to his liking on a global scale.

His global media funding between 2016 and 2020 is a case in point. A quote from Soros chronicled in 
late New York Times reporter Michael T. Kaufman’s 2002 book Soros: The Life and Times of a Messianic 
Billionaire summarizes how he seeks to encourage the global society to adopt his leftist ideology:

“Yes, I do have a foreign policy, and now I have it more consciously. My goal is to 
become the conscience of the world.”
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George Soros: 
The Global Media’s 
Gravy Train

Soros definitely put a downpayment on 
journalism. 

For example, the media organization that received the most 
Soros cash between 2016 and 2020 in MRC Business’ tally of 
253 media groups was the Media Development Investment 
Fund (MDIF), which the billionaire pumped with at least 
$16,814,790 between 2016 and 2020. The MDIF, co-founded 
by late Washington Post reporter Stuart Auerbach, bills itself 
as an “investment fund” for supposedly “independent media” 
in various countries. 

The organization invested hundreds of millions of dollars 
in media across the world. Specifically, the Soros-tied MDIF 

“invested in 143 clients across 46 countries” from 1996 to June 
30, 2022, including Poland, Ukraine, and South Africa. The Soros 
Economic Development Fund celebrated specifically how “[a]n 
estimated 130 million people receive news from MDIF clients.”

Soros was credited as the core reason for the MDIF’s launch 
in the first place. MDIF co-founder Sasa Vucinic praised 
Soros for helping create the organization in 1995, when it 
was originally dubbed the Media Development Loan Fund: 

“Buried in the depth of every organization’s institutional 
memory, a founding legend — a treasured story explaining 
the organization’s ‘big bang’— can always be unearthed.”

Soros committed $2 million to the massively popular leftist 
encyclopedia website Wikipedia through the Wikimedia 
Foundation in 2018. Wikipedia bills itself as the “the world’s 
largest reference website, attracting over a billion visitors 
monthly.” According to the site, Wikipedia “has more than sixty 
million articles in more than 300 languages, including 6,584,950 
articles in English with 122,205 active contributors in the past 
month.” Wikipedia co-founder Larry Sanger noted during a 
2021 interview how the site has shifted into promoting leftist 
propaganda and placing restrictions on certain sources like Fox 
News from being cited by Wikipedia editors for its pages:

“You can’t cite the Daily Mail at all. You can’t cite 
Fox News on socio-political issues either. It’s 
banned. So what does that mean? It means 
that if a controversy does not appear in the 
mainstream center-Left media, then it’s not 
going to appear on Wikipedia.”

https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/grants/past?filter_keyword=Media+Development+Investment+Fund&grant_id=OR2016-27611
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/2003/12/20/post-reporter-stuart-c-auerbach-dies-at-68/65452bdd-17ba-4cce-843f-5dd6efeb3907/
https://www.mdif.org/about/
https://www.mdif.org/impact/track-record/
https://www.mdif.org/portfolio/companies/?filter=all
https://www.soroseconomicdevelopmentfund.org/investments/media-development-investment-fund
https://hrf.org/speakers/sasa-vucinic/?gclid=CjwKCAjwqJSaBhBUEiwAg5W9p1RR7kwToEwJU6duZPD4FNVP5PUDQmjWjHEWzE03bxNGMvmdwsHmLxoCCm4QAvD_BwE
https://www.mdif.org/the-big-bang-theory-of-mdlf-2/
https://wikimediafoundation.org/news/2018/10/15/george-soros-invests-future-free-open-knowledge/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:About
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Larry_Sanger
https://www.newsbusters.org/blogs/nb/pj-gladnick/2021/07/18/wikipedia-co-founder-site-now-promotes-leftist-establishment
https://slate.com/technology/2022/09/wikipedia-fox-news-reliability.html
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During the week when the Bureau of Economic Analysis was set to announce a second quarter GDP 
drop in 2022 on July 28 — which fit the “technical definition” of a recession — MRC Business counted 
that Wikipedia allowed at least 116 edits to be made to its page redefining what a “recession” is.

In another example of the leftist bent of the enormous global website, Wikipedia once contemplated in 
November 2021 deleting one of its articles that documented “Mass Killings Under Communist Regimes,” 
which included China, Cambodia and The Soviet Union. Two warnings initially appeared on the article, 
one asking for comments on the possible deletion of the article and one noting that the article may be 
biased or unverifiable.

The article ultimately remained on the platform, but is plastered with a bizarre notice that “[t]he 
neutrality of this article is disputed.” 

The irony is that Soros said at the time of his endowment to Wikipedia that his gift “represents a 
commitment to the ideals of open knowledge—and to the long-term importance of free knowledge 
sources that benefit people around the world.” Apparently the “ideals” Soros’ Wikipedia funding 
supports are only those that cater to his mission to “bend” the arc of history toward his left-wing 
perception of “the right direction.”

Soros’ involvement in the media isn’t even limited to his $131 million in philanthropy spending on media. 
A Soros-led investment group called Lakestar Finance provided financing to support the $60 million 
all-cash acquisition of 18 Univision radio stations by a media group led by former Obama and Clinton 
operatives called The Latino Media Network. 

As MRC Latino Director Jorge Bonilla pointed out, the Soros-led deal recreated the failed Univision 
America talk radio network, with affiliates in at least nine U.S. cities. Most important was Univision’s 
decision to throw in the iconic anti-communist Radio Mambí on WAQI 710 in Miami as part of the 
package, which means a conservative radio outlet now answers to a left-wing hegemon.

In 2019, leftist Vice Media got “a $250 million cash infusion from an investment consortium” that 
included Soros, according to Variety. Vice News, which is one of Vice Media’s subsidiaries, is the same 
outlet whose staff writer, Marie Solis, bragged in 2019 that she “learned how to do an abortion on a 
papaya” in a gross publicity stunt aimed at destigmatizing the slaughter of the unborn. 

But the content Vice News pushes 
gets even more egregious. The outlet 
released a grotesque video in 2018 
promoting how “Trans Kids And Their 
Parents Are Deciding When To Start 
Medical Transition.” The description 
propagandized: “As the debate continues 
over which bathroom transgender 
people should use, a more complex 
question is emerging about how early the 
medical transition begins for trans kids.” 

▶ WATCH: How trans kids and their parents decide when to start medical transition, 

VICE on HBO

https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-nightly/2022/06/22/actually-a-recession-is-inevitable-00041577
https://www.newsbusters.org/blogs/free-speech/autumn-johnson/2021/11/25/wikipedia-contemplates-deleting-article-mass-killings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_killings_under_communist_regimes
https://www.newsbusters.org/blogs/business/joseph-vazquez/2019/10/28/george-soros-ny-times-im-trying-bend-arc-history-right
https://opencorpdata.com/lei/549300TC125XRVX27Z39
https://newsbusters.org/blogs/latino/jorge-bonilla/2022/06/04/panic-soros-led-group-backs-purchase-18-univision-radio
https://newsbusters.org/author/jorge-bonilla
https://www.mediamoves.com/2015/06/univision-radio-cancels-talk-shows-flips-am-net-to-music.html
https://www.mediamoves.com/2015/06/univision-radio-cancels-talk-shows-flips-am-net-to-music.html
https://variety.com/2019/digital/news/vice-media-250-million-debt-funding-george-soros-1203205076/amp/
https://www.vice.com/en/contributor/marie-solis
https://www.newsbusters.org/blogs/culture/jorge-plaza/2019/07/25/satisfying-vice-writer-learns-give-abortions-using-papaya
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QD720mHFqW0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QD720mHFqW0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QD720mHFqW0
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Open Society Foundations issued a propagandized publication in 2015 headlined, “License to Be 
Yourself: Trans Children and Youth,” which argued for the imposition of gender-recognition laws 
that recognize the chosen gender of “trans children.” The fact that Soros was propping up a media 
conglomerate like Vice Media that promotes the sexualization of children is par for the course.

https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/publications/trans-children-and-youth
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/publications/trans-children-and-youth
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George Soros: 
The Godfather of 
the Global Media

Global power and influence. That’s what 
$131 million in media spending bought 
liberal billionaire George Soros. 

That’s why his Open Society foundations prioritized media 
outlets with international scope.

It’s cheap, really. Soros understands that media outlets are 
essential to influencing people.  

A megadonor like Soros doesn’t have to buy them. He 
donates a tiny fraction of the $32 billion he’s devoted to his 
global agenda. And media outlets multiply that investment 
time and again.

Look at Project Syndicate. It bills itself as the “World’s Opinion 
Page” and spreads liberal content to 156 countries in 66 
languages. Soros’ OSF gave more than $1.5 million to the outlet 
in recent years. But, in return, it gives him a global platform for 
his agenda and his own writing. He’s been published there at 
least 115 times.

Soros understands that kind of impact.

The media influence that Soros bought has been enough 
to insulate him from being seriously investigated by most 
journalists. Whenever a conservative critic dared raise any 
objections to Soros’ spending and major political footprint, the 
liberal media worked overtime to characterize those critics as 
anti-Semites, as Bongino Report Content Manager Matt Palumbo 
explained in an exclusive interview with MRC Business. 

But mostly what Soros buys is silence. 

His foundations have rained cash on the world in terms of 
billions, not millions. He has endowed his foundations with 
enough money that conservatives will be fighting his radical 
agenda long after he is gone. 

And the press either ignores that influence or provides cover 
for it. Crime was one of the major issues of the 2022 midterm 
campaign. Soros-funded prosecutors were criticized for 
soft sentences across the U.S. But the story largely stayed 
local, only bubbling up on right-leaning outlets as a point of 
concern. When finally pressed on it, he stuck to his guns.

https://twitter.com/MattPalumbo12
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Forced into the light, he had to address the issue in a Wall Street Journal op-ed. “I have supported the 
election (and more recently the re-election) of prosecutors who support reform,” Soros wrote in July. “I 
have done it transparently, and I have no intention of stopping.”

But the issue of Soros backing prosecutors who are soft on crime receded because there was little 
journalistic follow-up. Instead of being branded the reason for the soft-on-crime strategies, he soon 
disappeared from the news. 

Silence is the media’s clandestine alternative to coverage. Bias by omission, as the MRC calls it. And, 
yet, there is so much to cover about Soros and the mountains of cash he throws at issues that matter 
to him. MRC Business revealed in January 2022 that Soros committed a combined sum of more than 
$2.3 billion to create a global university network to push his extreme ideology called The Open Society 
University Network. 

Several colleges, universities, research and educational institutions have already partnered with the 
network in the U.S. and abroad. The list includes Arizona State University, University of California, 
Berkeley Human Rights Center, London School of Economics and Columbia University’s Picker Center for 
Executive Education. Soros said about his Open Society University Network: “[It is] the most important 
and enduring project of my life.” 

But it’s not important to the media who ignore him. He doesn’t have to fund their particular outlet for 
journalists to understand they’re on the same team.

MRC Business Researcher Jeffrey Clark contributed to this report.

METHODOLOGY: MRC Business utilized data provided by the Open Society Foundations to tally all grants to journalism, media and 
organizations with journalism programs between 2016 and 2020. In addition to the OSF records, MRC Business used the Foundation 
Directory Online and Open Secrets databases to track other donations cited in this report. For our research into the OSF database, we 
tallied donations to all media groups listed under OSF’s “journalism” theme with a few exceptions where certain media outlets were 
categorized differently. MRC Business also researched the boards of directors, trustees and others for our tally showing individuals 
connected to Soros-funded groups who also hold prominent positions in legacy media outlets (The New York Times, The Washington Post, 
CNN, NBC News, Bloomberg News, etc).

The MRC is a research and education organization operating under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, and contributions are 
tax-deductible. 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/why-i-support-reform-prosecutors-law-enforces-jail-prison-crime-rate-justice-police-funding-11659277441
https://www.newsbusters.org/blogs/business/joseph-vazquez/2022/01/10/americas-most-notorious-billionaire-leaves-his-mark-world
https://www.newsbusters.org/blogs/business/joseph-vazquez/2022/01/10/americas-most-notorious-billionaire-leaves-his-mark-world
https://www.newsbusters.org/blogs/business/joseph-vazquez/2022/01/10/americas-most-notorious-billionaire-leaves-his-mark-world
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-01-23/soros-starts-new-global-university-with-1-billion-commitment
https://www.asu.edu/
https://humanrights.berkeley.edu/
https://humanrights.berkeley.edu/
https://www.lse.ac.uk/
https://www.sipa.columbia.edu/academics/picker-center-executive-education
https://www.sipa.columbia.edu/academics/picker-center-executive-education
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom/george-soros-launches-global-network-to-transform-higher-education

